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To:the Reader, 


8 He ſubſtance of this 

2 diſconrſe, being at firſt, 
Lge the: materials of ſome 
$ /ctters written for tbe 
2 /atisfaHlion of a private 
friend,was afterwards dramne togetber 
into the form in which it now appeares, 


whom it was communicated , tobe deft- 
red to the Preſſe ; for which endit hath 
hen in the Lyycenſers hand , now above 
4zeare expetting the codut of that Re- 
verend Prelate who upon ſpeciall occa- 
ſon then offered(asit appeares)by com- 
mand,undertook this argumer:t : W hich 
baving performed, like bimſe!fe, with 
ſuch variety of learning and profound- 
neſſe of judgement , this Pampblet of 


and found the favour , from ſome unto | 


A 2 mine 
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TO THE READER, 


— — — ———— 


mine may now juſtly ſeeme as unneceſſa- 

ry to follow, as heretofore it was unable 
| and unworthy to leade the way : yet con-' 
fidering that the brevity of it might 
make it paſſe and finde acceptance with 
ſome ,and that,beingof a meanflrain,it 
| might better meete with-common capa- 
cities, then larger and more elaborate. 
trattates, I'was willing it ſhould ſee the 
light, and that in its owne garbe, with- 
out any poliſhing or alteration. And jo 
{commend thee and it to Gods bleſcing. 


———_— —_— 


Y Erlegi bunc traftatum T, _ es titulns eff [A | 
diſcourſe of the Sabbath, and of the Lords day, &c. |] | 
in quo nihil reperio ſane dottrine, ant bonis moribiu con- 
trarium, quominus cum utiluate publica umprimi poſſit, 
ita tamen , ut fi non intra tres menſes proxime ſequentes | 
typi; mandetur, hec licentia ſit amnno irrita, 
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Lit DISCOVRSE | 
pa | OF THE Sarzarn 
ate AND Loxrps Dar. 


WW Hat men 'may not be decei- 

2 ved with ſhewes,and miſtake | 
Iudaiſme for Chriſtianity , or 
= that they, who ſo-miſtaking,; 
w' ne to; difrellifty 'all things 

y which ſuit not with the prin» : 

® ciples' of -rheir Catechiſmes, | 

' may'nor/ thinke they have ingroſſed/al} Religion 


CA and Piety to chernſelves, and they thereby incont- | 
6: ] | | raged to proceed in their k2xd'cenſures of thoſe | 
ON that concurre not with them'*! Arid that the Pic- 
ſie, ty and religious care, which is eminent in the 
Mes | Governouts' of our Church and "State , may ap- 

| peare in their-rrue ldſtre;, and ofitſhine thoſe 

| miſts, wherewith ſome ſecke to obſcure them : | 
- And that it may appeare'alſo that they whoſe | 
at. chiefeſt care, next ;to their duty! to God,' 19'to | 
T7 | yeeldall' ready and cheerefull obedience'to Gedl 

| Ficegirent, and:to thoſe -— Fathers _ | 

| under 


On 


—— _——  ——— —  —  — —— 


The Authors aime in this Diſcow: ſe. 


under God, and His Sacred Majeſty have the 0. 
verſfight of this Church, arenor kood-winke in 
their obedience, or blindly led to yeeld co their 
Commands without reſpett ro- religion or con- 
ſcience, as if they had rather obey chews then God, 
I have adventured upon thar obloquie, which 


+ hath beene the lot of ſuch as (though upon never 


ſa good grouuds) difſege-fromuheſemem in opi 
Nin. oekis [ the rather rh ew by 


for as much as in it I have not onely the aurhori- 


' tie of the facred Scriptures, ( whichgre the rule 


of thingsto be beleeved and done) bur, the con- 
ſent alſo of the whole Charch of Chriſt; neither 
the CAntien Fathers nor the Reformed Chnrches 
( to omit the Church of Rome, whoſe Dodrine 
chough in this caſe not to bee condemned, is of 
lictle credit, with-thoſe: whom [diſſent from) ever 
reaching other Nodrine then-that which: I that 
endevour the defence of. ' For whereas in other 
things which they diſlike among us, they have-for 
Patrons the- principall Authors of the Reforma- 
tion abroad, | and' the :Prinie: Dottours among 
them, whoſe learnigg and: piety, much admized 
by them, may ſeeme to; plead for their over-ear- 
neſt, and heedleſfe embracing of their Principles - 
In theſe Sebbatarian FP eradexes, they are fingular 
and left alone, withour the Patronage of thoſe 
whom otherwiſe they ſo much admire, and with- 
out the example of any-Church in Chriſtendome_. 
And I beleeve furcher {being ledde thereunto by 


| their dodrine , delivered. inthe Writings ex- 


rant , and by the general acid cobſiens cctanion 
F O 
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A. 


© Extreames tobe avoyded inthis Controver ſie, 


of all-chat haveknowne their pradtiſe and com- 
ed it with ours) chat there is not a State in 
Chriflendore who have made better proviſion for 
the due obſervance of the Lords Day, and the 
decent performance of the facred Atts of Gods 
| Worihip, then are to bee found in rhe Fccleſeafſti- 
calland Temmporali Lawes of this Realme, nor where 
ſach Lawes are more duely execnted by thoſe in 
Authority, or more generally obſerved or pra- 
Qiſed by all, then they are at this day among us. 
Theſe conſiderations have animated mee to this 
worke, hoping Mereby to ſettle the mindes of 
ſuch as are contrary minded rather for want of 
due conſideration, then out of wiltuln«fle and 
| contempt of Authority. 
| Heethar goes abour to vindicatethe juſt liber- 
ty of Chrifzans in the uſe of lawfull recreations 
onthe Sunday , ſhall inde himſelfe upon a dou- 


ble diſadvantage. 1. In regard of the precon- | 


ceived opinion among weake people, of rheir 
; piety and religious zeale which hold the contra- 
| ry. And 2. in that the ſtrit obſervance of chat 
| day, is by ſome made a prime charaFer of a good 
| Chrifl:an, to diſtinguiſh him from a carnal! World- 
| ling, and fothe 2weſtion in hand accounted asan 
; infallible marke to know the ſtare of Religion : 
| Which ſtands or falls according as it is either way 
| determined. Ir behoves mee therefore tro waike 
| witha wary and ſure foot, and following the 
; truthto ſtrike an equall courſe betweene an over- 
' nice flriineſſe, and a profane licence : and tio to 
| ſpeake in this cauſe, as that the ſoberly _—_ 
| B 2 tha 
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\ The name Sabbath « maine occaſion 


L—__ 


{hall have no juſt cauſe to complaine 5 nor the | 


profane be incouraged to go on in licentiouſneſſe. | 
Either of which wayesas it is cafie to offend, ſo. 
in whether of the two a man offendsmoſt, is as | 


uneaſie to determine; the one —, the 
other enſnaring mens conſciences; the one ſhut. 
ting up the kingdome of Heaven,and making the 
way thither more narrow then ir is;* the other 
making it broader, and enlarging the mouth of 


| Hell. My aime andrendcayour ſhall bee to avoid 


both. 
Among thoſe things whicl# have occaſioned 


the generall prevailing of the Opinion , That the 


Sunday or Lords Day ought to bee obſerved with 
ſach ftridnefſeas will admit no works which may 
bee called 0ars, thatis, (as they call them) wwks 


| 
| 
' 
' 
| 


| 


| 
| 


of our particular Callings, and much lefſe Recreats- | 


ons ; it is none of the leaſt that now ofa long time 


among us ( contrary to the uſe of the Primitive 


Charch, yea and of our owne in the memory of 
our Fathers) it hath loſt irs Chriſtew name, and 


entertained the Jewiſh, being valgarly knowne | 
and called by the name of the $4bbarh. Whence | 
ic comes to paſſe thar men(prone more to reſpect | 
names then things ) never heeding the difference | 
berween the old Sebbathand our Sunday, or thin- | 


king itro bee lirtle or none at all, take thoſe pla- 


ces of Scripture, which ſo ſeverely prohibir all 


work upon the Sabbath, as if they did no lefſe be- 
long to now, then heretofore cothe /ewes: and 
by this meanes, thoſe precepts, threatnings, and 


promiſes which concerned the obſervation of the 
Sabbath, 


ou" _ 


— 


eh tht. 


_—— — 


of many mens miſtake, 


Sabbath, are preſſed opon us point blanck. Where- 
a5 indeed they concerne us onely indire&tly, and 
cannot withont ferching a compaſle, be alledged 
at all for our Sw#dzy, Now the Scripture being 
ſo expreſſe ( as it is apprehendcd ) for the ſtrict 
obſervance of our Su»day under the name of the 
Sabbath, no marvell if men have made ir a prime 
Caſe of conſcience, and that ſo many ſcruples are 
daily raiſed, and ſo many Traditions broached 
about the beginning and ending of the Sabbath ; 
about the works of a mans particular Calling, what 
they are,and how farre /awfull on that Day : what 
are the proper duties of the Day,and the like ? For 
the cleare reſolution therefore of this 2eſtion ; 
Whether the uſe of Recreations may fland with the 
due #bſervation of the Lords Day, it ts conyenient 
thatT have ſome recourſe to the Sabbath. Where 
becauſe I love not] Cramben ſupins coltam apponere, 
or]toſtuffe my Diſcourſe with a redious explana- 
| tionof thoſe things which are commonly known, 

and every whereto be found. I will with as much 
| brevity as the cauſe will ſuffer, inquire into theſe 
| 4 particulars. 


| 1, Whether, and how farre forth the fourth Coms- 

' mandement concerning the Sabbath s moral, and 
perpetual, and ſo belonging to Chriſtians ? 

2. When, and by whom the Lords day was inſtituted ? 

3. What works the Iewes might doe on their Sabbath? 

4. Whether, and what liberty Chriſtians now have 
on the Sunday more then they had, and how farre_ 


- 


that liberty is tobe extended? 


"Ws To 
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What the 


Is, 


What the 
ceremonit« 


Moral law 


all lay is, 


Cn IIS 


As ee es 


What the * 


Judiciall 
law is. 
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T he difference of the Lawes given by God 10 the Lewes, 


To begin with the firft, The law which God gave 
anto his the ewes ( according to the three- 
fold variety ot the objefF, or things preſcribed ) is 
three-fold, Morall, Ceremoniall, and [udiciall, The 
Morallis that which concernes the manners of men, 
and belongs to them as men : and this commands 


A E— 


thoſe things which are in themſelves acceptable, 
and well-plealing to God, and thofe which hee | 
will haveall menevery where, and atall times co | 
obſerve, as the perperuall, and unchangeable rule | 
of living, being rhe expreſſe image ot the minde 
of God,according to which, hee (who is the Law- 
giver) judges it meet and right, that the reaſon- 
able creatares ſhouldorder their lives. The Cere- 
moniall belongs to men,as joyned rogether in that 
Society which is called rhe Church, andthis con- 
taines thoſe precepts which concerne the externall 
worſhip of God , and were given by him to the | 
tewiſh Church, inaccommodation tothe times, in | 
which the Church was underage, andender the pro- | 
miſc,and therefore mfſtirured for rhe ſognifying,pre- | 
figuring, and ſealing of the truth of the promiſes | 
made tothem, cobee fulfilled in the exhibition of | 
our S4viour : and withall for the preſervation of | 
order, and decency in their Eccleſiaſtical meetivgs, 

and performances, The tudiciall belongs to men as 

joyned ina civill Society,or Common-wealth,contai- 

ning the forme of civill government, tobe uſed by 


— 


| them,rendingto theirgood,as they were a Socrery, | 
| androthe preſervation , and exacting of the out- | 
| ward worſhipof God, andthe diſcipline thereof, as. 
| It was commanded in the Morel and Ceremonial * 


Lawes. | 
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The Cerewoniall and judicial Laws how far abrogated, 


| Lawes. So that the Ceremonial Law determined 
| the Moral in order to God ; the Political, or Ind:- 
 ciall in order to men in a civil ſociety ; and both in 
accommodation to that ſlate of the Charch- And 
theſe chongh they have in them ſomething which 
is [ jus morals] of morall right,and ſofarre forth 
are contained under the Morall precepts, yet being 
futed ro ſerve thar fate ofthe Church , which was 
to be held in expeCtation of the Mef:as ; when the 
' time came that he was acs#ally exhibited, & forthe 
promiſe fulfied, the ſhadows were then of nv lon- 
| ger uſe, che body being come : and thereforeat the 
time of the death of Chriſf,they were abrogated de 
jwe,ſothat they became wnneceſſary, and wnprofit a- 
bland had their power of eb/;2ation taken away : 
Andafterward when by the 4ps/tles doftrin Chri- 
fians came tounderftand that Chriſt was the exd 
of the Law, and when the Temple( the ſeat of their 
religion,and the place deſtined to the uſe of rhoſe 
ceremonies ) was deſtroyed,they were de fatto attu- 
ally and fully raken-away : and thoſe things, which 
before the death of Chrift were commanded , and 
in that /xterivs,, beeweene his death and the deftre. 
fion of the Temple ( which was the ſpace allotred 
for the ſolerwoe fancralis of the lewiſh Synegoruc ) 
were tolerable,though alreadydead, became from 
thattime forward deadly and intolerable.So thar, 
onely the Moral Law remaines now in force, for 
| the praQiſe of Chriſtians, The ceremoniall and jw- 
dicialt ( excepting in that wherein they are redu- 

Cible xothis)are antiquated,and our of date. Now 
| the precepry of the Corll Law are furmmarily 
compre- 


P———— 


Col. 3. 17. 


i "I "RY 


49.1.2, 
F. I O00, 
Moral pre- 


CEPtS not 


all cqually 
belonging 
to the law 
of nature. | 


Aqu. thid. 


ans 
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| ledge ofthem, may be inſtrufted by che wiſe and | 
\ learned. | And1aſtly, there are ſomegto'the know- 
| ledge whereof humane reaſon ſtands in need of 


—_— 


The fourth Commandement how farre 


pr EEE 
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comprehended in the Decalogue or ten Commande- 
ments : which had this prerogative peculiar to 
them,that they were delivered(notby Moſes,bur) | 
by God himſelfe, and by him written in T ables of | 
fone, and preſerved in the CArke; ro ſhew their | 
dignity above others, and to note out the perpe. 
tuity of obſervance, which was due unto them, | 
Where, before wee apply theſe things to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe, two things are to be nored, | 
Firſt, That howſoever all the precepts of the 
Morall Law belong to the Law of Natere( as be- 
ing agrecable to reaſon, which is the rule of Hu. 
mane actions ) and are in that reſpett of perperu- | 
all obſervance; yer,all of them are nor of the ſame | 
rank, nor belong in the ſame degree and maner to 
the law of Natare, There are ſome things which 
by the inſtin& of nature, and naturall light of the 
underſtanding, we preſently ſee to be good'or bad, 
and which are ſo plaine, that without any great 
conſideration, they may by the f/f principles, or | 
common notions 1mp inns, bee eitherap 
ved, or rejected; and cheſe are abſolutely of che 
law of Natare, Others there are that require'more 
conſideration of circumſtances, and the uſe of Di/- 
courſe to apprehend,and judgeof them : and theſe 
are ſoofthe law of Nature, that notwirhſtanding 
they require the help of diſcipline, by which thoſe 
which are ignorant,and not able by diligent con- 
ſideration or diſcourſe, - to attaine to the know- 


Divine 


not Moral. 


S———— 


Divine Inſtrution. And theſe two latter forts, 
| eſpecially the laſt, though they in ſome ſort be- 

long to. the Law of Nature ( and were haply at 
| our firſt Creation, written in the tables of mans 
| heart, in more plaine Characters, and more eaſie 
: tobe readchennow ſince the fall;they are) may,in 
 reſpe& of the other, be termed moral [| non ratiove 
nature. ſed diſcipline] not in regard of nature dicta 
ting, but in regard of diſcipline informing nature. 
* Secondly, that the fourth Commandement(as it en- 
joynes the externall obſervation of the ſeventh 
Day ) is not morall either of theſe wayes. Whence 
| $. Auguſtine * ſairh, That among all thoſe ten Com- 
mandements, that onely of the Sabbath is figuratively 
to be obſerved ; whereas ( as hee after ſaith ) Wee ob- 
ſerve the other Commandements there properly as they 
are comanded without any figurative ſignification. And 
generally the Ancients (as Calvinhath timely ob- 
lerved) called this Precept® a [hadow,which ( @s he 
there ſaith ) was truely, butnor fully (aid of them. 

And therefore they doe betrcr,and more fally cx. 
| preſſe the nature of this Commandement, which ſay 
| Itis © partly anorall, and partly ceremontall. So Peter 
Martyr, and generally all D:wines both reformed 
| andothers, uſe now to ſpeake. Now if any ſhall 
therefore rhinke icunworthy a place in the Deca- 
| logue, & to be rankt with thoſe precepts which are 
| worall, and of perpetuall obſervance; 4 Aquinas 


132.47.4. ad primum & ſecradum. Vid. eunden.1.2-4.100. 817.5, ad ſic 


ec. 


*The 4. 
Commans 
demcnt as 


it enjoynes 
the obſcr- 
vation of 
the (c- 
venth day 
1S nut mo» 
call. 

a IMer OM 
ma illa 10. 
precepta 
ſolum v6 
quod de 
Sabbats pox 
frtum et fro 
gurate ob- 
ſervandum 
prenpilur. 
Aug.tp 118 
4.12. 


Cetera ibs 


Ibid 


d 7uſt, 24.8. $.28. Vmbratile veteres nuncapare ſolent, Diznidia tantum ex part? rem 

Utmgiant. Idem.lbid. c Sabbati preceptum eſt pertim Morale,partim Ceremowale ande in co 

unetsy aliquid eternum, & aliquid temporarium. Mert.Tie/.in FE x0d.2. d Aquin.2.2.4. 
wndum, 


| C may 


'Medul. 
Theol {.:2. 
CIS.,R.I7, 


may ſeeme to give them full fatisfation , who 
ſaich, 1, Thatthe Precept concerning the ſan&i. 
fication of the Sabbath, is put among the Precepts 
of the Decalogue_ for that which is worall in it. 
2. That this Precept as ceremorial/, ought rather 
to have a place in the Decalogue then any other : 
The other Ceremonies being f1gnes of ſome parti. 
cular effetis of God ; but this of the Sbbath was a 
ligne of a generall benefit, viz. the Creation of the 


Yntverſe : Sorhat that which Ameſiz will have a | 


moſt certaine rule, and received among all the 
beſt Divines, (as he calls them ) That al/, and onely 
the Morall precepts were delivered by the voyce of God 
himſclſe, andby Him writtenin the T ables of ſtone, is 
not true, unleſſe Sr. Auguſtive, Calvin, Martyr ,&c, 
bee in his eſteeme none of the beſt Divines. Yet 
perhaps we may admit that rule fo farre as to ſay, 
Fhar «/! the worall Precepts are contained in the 


| Decalogue, and that every Precept there contained 


is oral, though «of every Precept bee not ſo, 
but may have ſomething that is ceremoniall annex- 
ed toir: which haply God thought good to place 
among the morall Precepts, tointimare the perpe- 
cuall neceflicy of having ſome Ceremonies in the 
Church ; though that ceremony be not neceffarily 
perperuall, bur ( with the reſt of that nature ) to 
expire at the death of Chriſt : which though wee 
admit, yer cannot any juſtly charge us , that wee 
diminiſh any of the tenne words , or that wee ex- 
punge eve Commandement out of the Decalogue- ; 
in as much as wee affirme, that onely which 


|| was ceremonial in- this Commandement to bee &x- 


pired 


= 
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Why the fourth Commandement being partly 
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EO Ceremgniall hath a place in the Decalogue. 


pired and out of date, and thar there is inira 
morality ſtill remaining , which reraines irs full 
power of obligation, and exadts the ſame obedi- 
| ence, under che ſame penalty, which ir did at 

ics firſt promulgation or inſcription in the heart 
| of £4dem. In which reſpe&t, the Charch hath 
| good cauſe ſtil] ro uſe her accuſtomed Anti- 
| phonaar the repeating of this Commandement, as 
| well asat any of the reſt, and to pray, Lord have_ 
mercy upon #5 , and encline our hearts to keepe_ 
' tha law. . 

And here, becauſe ſome, who love to have this 
Commandement termed morall, (though thereby 
they intend no more then what hath been already 
granted) uſe ſo toargue, as if they did not ac- 
knowledge it at allo bee ceremonial; ir will not 
be amifſe, before wee proceed any further,to an- 
ſer ſome of the principall Arguments that are 
broughe co this purpoſe. 

AndI will begin with chat of our Savieur, Mat. 


ns 


— 


<—_— 


$.17. 7 hinke not that 1 came to deſtroy the Law or the 
Prophets ;, I came not to deflroy, but ts falfill, Which 
words ( in their opinion ) make ſtrongly for the 
morality and perpetuall obligation of the fourth Com- 
mandement : For from hence they argue to this 
purpoſe. That which our Saviour did not defiroy 
but fulfill, is ſtill in force; but hee did not deſtroy 
the law containedin the Decalogne : Therefore it 
is ſtill in force. 

For anſwer hereunto, I ſay, That in this argu- 
ment two things are by them ſuppoſed. 
Firſt, they ſuppoſe, that by the Zaw in this 

ed C 2 place, 


| 


—— — 


I, 
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T he objettion out of Matth.5.17.anfwered, 


place, is meant onely the Law-contained in the 
Decalogue or ten Commanaements, | 

Secondly, That our Saviours fulfilling, and not | 
deſtroying this Law, was the ratifying and perpery- | 
ating of the obſervation of ir under the Gopel, 

If wee grant them both theſe, wee ſhall con. 
demne the Chriſtian Church for altering the day 
from the ſeventh rothe erght or firſt day of rhe week, 
which alteration cannor ſtand with this expoſiti- 
on of our Saviours —_ ; who,in the words fol. | 
lowing, ſaith expreſly, That apt one jot or title ſhall. 
paſſe from the Law. But both theſe are beſide the | 
meaning and intent of our Saviour, as will eaſily | 
appeare to any that (with indifterency) doth con- 
ſider his words. For, | 

Firſt, the Law which our Saviour here ſpeakes | 
of, is of larger extent and latirnde, and compre- ' 
hends not onely the Decalogue or law Morall, but. 
the Ceremoniall and Indiciall alſo : As being in- | 
deed put for the Pentateuch or five books of Moſes : 
And io, The Law and the Prophets, as much as, Mo- | 
ſes and the Prophets : Which formes of ſpeech, are | 
uſed as a Periphraſis of the o/d Teftament, of which 
theſe rwo are the maine efſenciall parts : The | 
Books of Moſes, ſocontaining and deſcribing the 
Law, that they referre whatſoever elſe they con- 
eaine,unto that, receive their denomination from it, 
' as-from the principall ſubje&t of them. The Pro. 
phers, (that is,their Books,) comprehend all the reſt 
of the old Teflament, which the Hebrews divide in- 
to the former and1ater Prophets; and the Hagrogra- 
phs :. All which (though. they be nor ret, 

| | eing. | 


| The 0bjettionout of Matth.5.17.anſwered, 
he | | being written by Divine inſþiration, and by holy 
| | menas they were moved by the Spiris of God, may 
ot | juſtly bee rermed, The word of Prophecy, and paſle 
we | under the name of the Prophets. 
| That the Law is taken in this ſenſe, is manifeſt 
'Y by the uſe of che ſame phraſe elſe where : Where, 
y not onely the duties commanded in the Decalogue, 
F but Chriſt and faith in him, is ſaid tobee taught 
| and witnefled by the Law : to which purpoſe the 
| Apoſtle S. Paul uſerth the ſame phraſe, 4s 28.23. 
l Rew.3.21t, Now, what wordin all the Decalogue 
J gives witneſle to Chr:ft, or perſwades the faith, 
; | which is requiredin him? Certainly, ( however | 
. | WH. | ome have found not onely the faith in Chri/t,bur | 
| the Sacraments allo of the new Teffament commans. | 
| ded in the Decalogne, yet) there is no one word 
| there which-imports any ſuch thing. 
Yea, the very context evinces thus much: for 


our Saviour, having thus prefaced his expoſition 
ofthe Law,keeps not himlſelfe within the bounds | 
of the CMorall Law; as appeares verſe 38. And | 
therefore Interpreters generally upon this place, | 
ſhew how our Saviour did not deſfroy but fulfill | 
the Ceremoniall Law alſo, as well as the Morall, | 
| which were alcogether needlefſe, if by the Law, | 
that onely were underſtood. 
Now,the Law being ( as ir muſt needs be ) thus 
largely taken, any man may eaſily perceive that 
| the nor deſtroying but fulfilling of it, is not the 74- 
t!fying and the perpetuating of the obſervation of 
it under the Goſpe#: for who ſees nor, that upon 
| this ground they might conclude for Circumciſion, 
. Buy C 2 and 
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How our 
Saviour 
fulklled 
the whole 
Lavv, + 


Rom.8.3,4 


Rom.z.z1, 


0bjettion from the inſrtution of 
and the legall paſſeover and Sacrifices , with all 


their typical Rites and Ceremonies,as well as for the | 


Sabbath ? 

The truth is; our Saviour as hee was to fulfil 
not onely the XMorall bur the Cercmonialland Ind:- 
cial Law alſo: fo he ſpeakes of all,and did indeed, 
not deſtroy, bur fulfill them all, choughina diffe- 
rent manner. 


| 
| 


| 
[ 
| 


| 
I. He fulfilled the whole Lew,by his aQtuall and | 


perſonall ebedience toir , and by ſwpplying the at- 
fedts of it, that ir, being onable co juſtifie us in it 
ſelfe, might by the help of his grace and acceſſi- 
on of faith in him,be able to performe that which 
otherwiſe it could nor, 

2. Hee fulfilled the Ceremonial Law, and ſothe 
Indiciall too, fo farreas it was typical!, beſides his 
ſabjefion to them, by a reall exhibition of that 
whereof they were ſhadowes. And thoughby this 
meanes, their obſervation ( according to the let- 


ter of the Law) ceaſed, yer did hee not hereby | 


d:ſtroy, bur pexfe# them ; according to that of the | 


Apoſile, ſpeaking of Circumciſion, which was a 
legall Ceremony. Doe we then (ſaith he) make woyde 
the Law through faith ? God forbid : yea, we eſtabliſh 
the Law, This place then, expoundedaccording 
to the true meaning and intent of our Saviour, 
makes nothing for the totall morality of the fowrth 
Commandement, nor is in the leaſt, contradictory 
ro what I have delivered concerning it. 
Secondly, they argue from the Inſtitution of 
the Sabbath, which was ( fay they) in the vegrs- 


ing of the World, in the time of mans _ 
when 


_—_— 


| 
' 


i 
: 
, 


[ 


= 


———— 


the Sabbath in Paradiſe, anſwered. 


| when there was no need of Ceremony ; and there- | 


| fore it was morall and perpetual, 

To this I anſwer, 1. Thatit is not univerſally 

| true, that whatſoever precept was given to Adam 

in Innocencie, was therefore mora//and perpetual, 
| for then the ſymbolica# Precept of not eating of 


| the forbidden fruir, muſt be ſuch ; which noman, | 


| (Iappoſe ) willafftirme. 2. 1F it bee true (which 
' Wiltet hath affirmed, and thatby tex reaſons which 
| be there alledgeth) that _Ydamfell the ſame day 
' that hee was created, then did hee fall before the 
| giving of the Precept for the obſervation of the 
| Sabbath, and had itnot in the ſtate of 7nnocencie. 
| Butthe truth is, this is a meere conjeRure diſpu. 
| table any way , ſo as a man may better oppoſe 
| whatſoever is affirmed, then ſolidly conclude 
' any thing. 3. Ifir bee not falſethat the Sabbath 
; was then inftitwted, yet it hath and may, not with- 
out gaod reaſon, be doubred of. Thar place which 
' isbrought for ir, Gen,2.2, doth not convincingly 
| prove it. And if the reaſons, which are alledged 
forthe prolepſss in that place, bee without pre- 
| judice conſidered, their opinion who ſo expound 
' twill not ſeeme improbable, as 7. That there 
' s no mention any where made of it, to haye 
| beene obſerved by the Patriarchs, 2. Where it 
is firſt ſpoken of, Exe. 16. it is ſpoken of as a 
' new thing not knowne to have beene obſerved 
| before. 3. Inthat it is called a fexe berweene 
| Godandthe Iſraelites, that hee was their ſan#ifier, 


| and deliverer our of <£&gypt, which it could not be - 


| if it were given toall Nations in 4daw. Bur laſt- 
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ly,t 


De. 14ullet 


on Gen, 3. 
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Exo.31.1 1 
Deur.s.15.) 
Ezck.z0. 
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Gen.2.3, 


D.'! lian 


( p.197. 


Dod.p.t39. 
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ly, granting the whole Argument, I would faine 
know how that day, that was then inſtituted and | 
ſandtified, could ceaſe,and another bee ſubſtiruted, 
How could it bee moral and perpetuall, and yer 
determine with the Jewiſh Church > The word: | 
which art brought as the 1»ſt:1ution, ſay ; God re- 
fled the ſeventh ( N.B.) and for that cauſe, God 
bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſandified it, viz, that | 
ſeventh day on which hee reſted. The Texc doth | 
| not ſay, Godreſted the ſeventh day, and therefore 
he would have one of the ſeven to bee ſanttified; That 
| is but the expoſition or gloſſe, not the Text ; the 
word of man, not of God. But ſome may haply 
ſay, That che particular day was alterable,and up. 
| on good ground was altered. This I grant,bur fay 
withall,thar hee which holds the Sabbath to be in. 
ſticuted before the fall, and for that cauſe worall 
and perpetuall, cannor lo ſay, but either hee mult 
wave his owne ''rinciples, or cry upthe Jewiſh 
Sabbath [' poſt{:-inis. | 
Thirdly, they argue from that of onr Saviour 
( cMatt.24.20.) who foreſhewing the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem to his Diſciples, adviſerh them to 
pray, that their flight be not in che Winter, net- 
ther on the Sabbath day. ** If ( fay they ) thu Pre- 
< cept had beene Ceremonial, then had it beene all one 
© 76 fly on the Sabbath day, 44 01 any other day : be- 
< cauſe all Ceremonies were before that time (which 
&* was not till forty yeares after Chriſts Aſcenſion) to | 
«bee abrogated. But in that Chriſt deth allow this 
&« frare of flying 0n the Sabbath Day more then on 


<< any other day of the weeke, hee fhewes plainely m 
cc 4 


— — — 


—— 


\ 


Inſtitution of the Sabbath in Paradiſe doubrfull. | 


———2 eos 


The Objzttion out of Matth.24.20. anſwered. 
© the forpe-of the Sabbath was mit abregated by his 
* reſurrecFion, and therefore no Ceremonie_, 

Thus chey argue. To which it were anſwer 
ſufficient roſhew that hereby they {till raſh upon 
the ame rocke, and while they labour to eſta- 
bliſh a needleſſe morality of the Lords Day ; they 
unawares bring in 1«4aifeme. For the Sabbath day 
there, cannot with any ſhew of reaſon be taken 
(though how adayes it is roo common foto take 
it) for-the Zerds tay: and if our Savipurdid in- 
tend, by bidding his Diſciples pray 'that rheir 
flight might not happen on the Sabbath day, to 
intimare the | neceſfity , of che obſervation of 
that Day: by Chriflians, then; did 'S; Pan! crofle 
' our Sayiours i#text in nutnbring chat among the 
| ſhadowes which vaniſhed at Chrifts deaths, and 
| then hath alſo the Church of Chriſt ever fince 
erred in ſoaccounting it,;andcondemning the ob. 
| ſervation of it, with an Anathema torthole that in 

this point ſhall be found to /«darFe. S.Chryſoflome 
| 1s ſofarre from thinking that the Sabbath which 
our Saviour there ſpeaks of, did belong to Chrifti- 
| ans, that upon that ground hee expounds that 
| peach of our Saviour as ſpoken not to his _,&po- 


' ſpeaks to the lewes — for the Apoſtles were not to 
"keep the ' Sabbath, rc. But grant thatit were ſpo- 
| ken ro the Diſciples; yer can no ſuch thing bee 
| thence colle&ed as they would have. For our Sa- 
viour had good ground fo toadviſe his Diſciples, 
notwithſtanding G © Þ at that time required no 
keeping of the' Sabbath. For though the Ceremo- 
D 


nies 


— 
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| fles bue to the Jewess, Thou ſeeft (faith he) that hee | 


; 
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| a 


Objettion out of Matth.24.20. anſwered. ' | 


tionibus prennciata, poſt mortem & reſurreftionem Domini revelata 6f , 
vitan officis ſui. Verumtamen ſicut defuntta cor) ora nece[ariorum officits deducenda want 
quolanmode ad ſcyidturam.. — Non autem deſerend: continuo vel intmicorum morſi0u4 
T—_—_ Promde nunc quiſquis Chri/lianorguam quanuis tx Jud ris frmiuter ea celeviare 
wot? 1, 12 puea'h fopttos CIRETCS CTHERS , RON CrH phits drduftor wid bajuing cor ports, [ed impius 
[tpulitre wlatore | "its 


nies of the Law (and this among the reſt ) were 
dead with Chriſt, yer were = not buried ( as 
I have ſhewed) nor the praQiſe of them deadly 
till the Temple was deſtroyed: till which time, 
even the Apofiles theraſelves were zealous of 
the Law, and retentive of their old Ceremonies : 
to which weaknefle of theirs, our Saviour there | 
accommodates his ſpeech , willing rather that 
cheir owne experience in the deſtruction of the | 
Temple ſhould teach them that harſh leſſon of 

the aboliſhing of the Legal! Ceremonies, then by a 
premature urging it, to ſtartle ſach as were yet | 
weake in faith , or hinder others of that Nation 
from beleevingin Him. Beſides, be/it that Chri- | 
ſtians did hold chemſelyes freed from the obſcr- 

vance of the Sabbath, yer being among thoſe who 

{till made conſcience of ir, even to ſuperſtition, 

( as did the unconverted Jewes ) it could not but 

prove very incommodions to their ſpeedy and 

farre flight (which the greatneſſe and ſuddennefſle 
of the danger required) in as much as thereby | 
they ſhould expoſe themſelves ro the fury of | 
thoſe who were no lefſe zealous in compelling. 
others, then ſ#perſlitionws in obſerving ic them- 

ſelyes. In theſe reſpe&s our Saviour might well 
admoniſh his Diſciples to pray that their flight 

mighe not bee on the Sabbath day , and yer nor | 


| 
amiſcrunt tanguan | 


teach 


— — 


— —_ — 
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_  06jeflionout of Matth. 24.20, anſwered. 


' 
(| 


' 


Pr In 


teach chem to obſerve the Sabbath after his death, 
or that while the obſervation of ir laſted, they 
ſhould chinke themſelves ſoried in conſcience of 
it, that they might nor on that day flie farre to 
ave their lives: and much leffe to eſtabliſh the wo- 
rality of the Lords day, which neither He nor his 
Apoſtles, nor the following ages of the Church, 
(till within theſe few yeares ) ever deſigned by 
the name of the Sabbath, without ſome d:fferexce 
added to diſtinguiſh it from that of the 1ewes. For 

wee finde it ſometimes called owr Sabbath, 
or the Sabbath of Chriftians, in regard that in the 
maine end of it, it ſucceeded that, yet generally 
the Sabbath fimply put, and withour addition, 


| notes the Jewiſh Sabbath, or the Day on which it 


was celebrated, which 1s our Saterday, and the 
day before that which we keepe; which is there- 
fore called by the Evangelifts and S. Paul, [war nc 
rw] one, or the firſt day from the Sabbath, and by 
$. 1obhn inthe Revelation, the Lords day : by which 
name, or that which the ſame day had among the 
Gemiles, ( viz. the Sunday ) it hath ever fince been 


' knowne in the Chriſtian world. 


Bat I will leave theſe, and now returne thicher 
whence (for the anſwering of theſe objeQions ) 
I have digreſſed. And having ſeene the nature 
and ſeverall degrees of Moral/Preceprs; and in 
generall, that the fourth Commandement hath in it 
ſomwhat not moral, That I may apply theſe things 
to our preſent purpoſe , and manifeſt the truth 
thereof ; I will more particularly inquire into the 
nature of that Commandement, and in it diltintly 
- WH conſider 


| 


- 


Martr.z6.1 
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lohn 20.1. 
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Revcl.1,19 
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| * perſons, and things, 
< pleaſed God heferofore as of the reſt, ſo of times 


As more epreſſein inquiry ince the 4: Commandeeent, 
conſider theſe 4.things. Firſt; 4 Day, Or tine ſet 
apart for Gods forwies Secondly, the ſeventh day, 
or one in the xevolarion of-ſeven, Thirdly, the 
particular ſevearh there mentianed; namely the | 
ſevimth fron the” Creation. "Nowrediyil the tri} 
| farceaſeor reft from ordinary lebours on that day. 

For the firſt of theſe : It cannot be denied, bur 
thatthe very Law of Nature ic felfe '(ro-ue the 
words of a * orrby of out Church )requirech no 
< lefſe the fanQification of times, 'then- of places, 
For which cauſe ir hath 


© hkewiſe, to exa@t ſome parts by wayof perpes 
* ruall homage. Andrhat (as Þ Aqwines) it « me- 
rall, that man ſhowld depute ſome time. of his life” 
for the ſervice of God + Forthere 1sin man a kind 
of naiurall inclination, that to every thing necel- 
ſary there bee a time aſſigned: as to our bodily | 
refeQtion, ſieepe, and the like :. Whence alſo to 
the ſpiritual refeftion of the ſoule, whereby the 
foule is refreſhed in God, by the dictate of natu- 
rall reaſon, a man depures forme time, And foro 
have ſome times for holy'Offices comes under the 
Moral! Law,and is abſolutely of the Law of Nature 
written in the heart of every man, being invol- | 
ved in that principle which event depraved Na- 
rure hath ever acknowledged; vis. that God #« 19 
bee wor ſhipped, And there CAmeſe #5 hath well 
obſerved chat thus farre the time of Gods Wor- | 
ſhip falls under: that'-peecept which exaCts the | 
worſhip » ſeſte : anda9God when hee created che 


world. 1 + fold to- haye- concreated” rme =] 
O._ | 
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 - ,Onedayin ſeven not abſolutely Moral. 


| ſ{owhen he ordained 7e/rg10ns at7ions, hee appoin- 
| edalſoro the fame « time for them, as a neceſſary 
 circumſtaxce,, without which they could not bee 
| performed. And asthe time in which ſuch ations 
: redone; forhar ſome' Day, or Dazes ſhould be det 
| ſtinared and ſer apart for the more ſo/emme per for. 
mance of thoſe a4:ons, may ſeeme to bee a dictate 
ofthe ſame Law of Natnre : in as much as the Hea- 
thens/who had no other guide but the Law of Na- 
twe, had their folemne Feaſts and ſet Dayes in all 
ages confecrared to the worſhip of their Gods ; 
whereby they manifeſted ( though not the 
knowledge of the true God, yer ) their acknow- 
ledgement of that Principle, 7 hat God & to bee) 
wrſhipped,and the conveniencie of aſfigning ſome 
Dayes peculiarly to that end. 
| Forthe ſecond: Thar one day in the revolution 
| of ſeven ſhould be thus ſer apart : this cannot bee 
faid to bee abſolutely of the Law of Nature : Na- 
tae being ignorant of this, without the inſtrudti- 
| on of the wrirten Law,in which God hath revealed 
his pleafare,concerning the | Quora pars,or ] how 
. much of our time hee requires to bee conſecrated 
; toHim: And chis will eafily appeare to any that 
doth wichout prejudice conſider it. For it isan 
| ealte thing to givean eſtimate of what Principles 
are »aturaffand written in the hearts of all men ; 
and what are gotten by inſtrudtion, diſcipline, and 
| information : Now men may by the light of Na- 
 twe from the creature, climbe up ro the know- 
| ledge of the Creztor, and from the nature of God 
; conclude his worſhip, and from the nature of his 
D WOT- 
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One Day in ſeven not abſolutely Moral. 54 if 


Worſhip, conclude a time (as toall other things) 
eo be due toit. But to goe further, and toderer- 
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mine what part yu time, wee cannot, For it 
will not follow that becauſe ſome t:me is dae,there- 
fore the ſeventh day more then the eighth of eye. 
ry moneth, which was obſerved by the * Grecians 
in honour of Neptune, or any other day,above,or 
under that number. And for this cauſe ir is ( faich 


Saint Chryſoffome ) that in the giving of this Com: | 


mandement concerning the Sbbath ( which hee 
calls 4 Precept not made known to 14 by our conſcience) 
God added a reaſon, as becauſe God reſted the ſeventh 
day from all his worke ; and againe, becauſe thou waſt 
4 ſervant in Egypt,cc. Whereas in thoſe Precepts 
thatare purely morall, as when he ſaith, Thos ſbalt 
ave no murther, he onely gives the Precept, with- 
out giving any reaſon atall. Why ſo? ( ſaith that 
Father, ) becauſe our conſcience had tanght us this 
before; ſo that God ſpeakes,as to thoſe that knew 
and underſtood reaſon ſufficient for the Prohibi- 
tion. Neither doth Euſebirs ( though alledged by 
ſome to that purpoſe ) any way contradict this, 
when hee ſaith, That not onely the Hebrewes, but 


| all almoſt , both Philsſopbers and Poets acknow- 


ledged the ſeventh day to be ſacred: Forhere it is 
not queſtioned, whether the Gentiles which wan- 
ted rhe law of God to informe them, did hold the 
ſeventh day as hallowed, but whether they were 


induced by the inſtin& of Natwre ſo to account it; | 


| 


or that ſo accounting it , they held themſelves 
bound to conſecrate that, more then any other to 
the worſhip of God : The Gentiles (as Euſeb1u 48 


large 


ee 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


1 
1 


" wh the Gentiles counted the number of 7. ſacred. 


| whatever were the motive, as it is without all 


large declares ) came to the knowledge of it from 
the Jewes, and did in that, as in other things, be- 
come their 1»it4ors, and receive it into their 
manners. . Or upon ſome other ground or ſuper- 
ſtition they might account the number of ſever 
to be ſacred ; as becauſe by that number the P?/a- 
nets (which they honoured as their chiefeſt De:- 
ties) were terminated: for which cauſe(we know) 
by cheir names they intituled their dayes. Bar 


queſtion , rhat the Gentiles, as well as the Jewes, 
held the number of ſeven in great veneration, ac- 
counting it the number of perfe7;on, and full of 
myſteries ; So ir is as unqueſtionable, that by the 
light of Nature they knew not that that part of our 
time was to bee ſeparated roGods ſervice. And 


| then beſeemes his learning, when hee ſairh, That 


| Nature teacheth all men to conſecrate one day of | 


therefore Zanchiws ſpeakes more inconſiderately 


S. Aug. de 
cauit.lb.1 1 
C4p.31. 
Hit on. itt 
Ami 5, 


Zanch. in 


ſeven to the externall worſhip of God : Which, 
others (and among them Ameſius) better conſides» | 
ring acknowledge tobe onely of poſitive right,and 


' morall, not in regard of »ature, bur of diſcipline, as | 
| comming under that ranke of Morall Precepts, | 
| which need inſtraQtion to help narurall reaſon to | 
| know, and judge of ther. Now, albeit Calvin | 74248 
| (who in thisas in other things, wants nothis fol- | ;; 


lowers) thinksthe ſeventh dey, not tobe ſo ſtood 
on, as that hee would tie the Chriſtian world pre- 
ciſely tothat: Yer there are many grave and ju- 
dicious Divines, both Ancient and Moderne, that 


judge the inſtitution of ene Day in ſeven to bas 
0 


quar tum 
Precep. 
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opnuon of 
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 " Onedl in ſevemonty Politive get fitly retained, | 


ſofarre morall, as that ir: doth binde the Church 
- | perpetually and immutably. Fhas among the An- 
cients Saint Chryſoſtome upon thoſe words, And | 
God bleſſed the ſeventh day and hallowed it,, Gen.2.2,' 
- | © Here, fairh hee; from the beginning God intimates | 
* to us this Dofrine, inſtrufting us to ſeparate and | 
« lay afede one day in the compaſſe of every weeke for | 
* ſpiritaall exerciſes, And among our moderne Wri- | 
© rers that admired Hooker, faith z That me are bound | 
* 70 acconnt the ſanttification of one day in ſeven, « | 
«* duty which Gods immutable law doth exat? for ever, | 
Thus hee, with many others, whoſe judgements 
7 z9i- | T honour, yet dare not herein wholly ſabſcribe 
>a: | 70 then: For the Law exafting the obſervarion | 
x59 «za | Of one day in ſeven, being onely poſitive (as muſt 
-: *<-, | heeds bee gfanted) cannor containe in it ſelf 
> 379, - | any perperuall obligation. For all Lawes of chat | 
natore ( though made by God himſelfe ) admit 
muration (at leaſt) when the matter concerning | 
which, or the condition of the Perſons, 'to whom 
they were given, is changed : Now the Day,con- | 
cerning which this Precept was given, together | 
with the State of the Church, to which it was | 
given, being changed, I ſee no reaſon, why the 
proportion of one in ſeven, ſhould be fimply and | 
in it ſelfe immutable; Yer thus much I willingly 
grant them, that ( ſome time to bee ſer apart for 
Gods worſhip, being abſolutely of the Law of Na- | 
tre that proportion of time_, which God him. | 
ſelfe made choice of for his owne -People, is the. 
futeſt tar can bee imagined? and Nature infor- | 
med by God, canner but acknowkedge His ye | 
ome | 


| 
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dome and geodveſſe in this choyce, in that he hath 
ſo attempered 1r, that neither the long ſpace be- 


eweene can: make us forget our duty to him, nor | 


| the quick returne of ic hinder our providing for 


| 
| 
| 


the neceflicties of nature. And hereupon the 
Church of Chrift hath taken it as an obligation be- 
longing to them, and that ( as it is in our Charch 


© Homly) Gods will and commandement was to have 


© 4 ſolemne timeand ſtanding day in the weeke ywhere- 
© in the people come together , -and have in re- 
ic wembrance his wonderfull Benefits, and render him 
* thanks for them «s appertaineth 1 loving hindegand 
i obeabent people. Thas farre then, this Comman- 
dement extends to us Chriſtians, as'well as to the 
Jewes, in as much as to conſecrate _ 
our time to-God, is moral; and a ſeventh part, 
though not moral, yer fitly choſen, and appointed 
by God, and obſerved by the Charch of Chriſt(not 
as __y immutable, yet ) as moſt worthy to bee 


' retai 


For the third particular. The particular ſeventh 
day there mentioned, that is, the ſeventh day from 
the Creation; This cannot be ſaid to be woral/any 
way,but is cerewoniall and remporary ,and expired 
with the difſolution of the 1ewiſh Church. And 
thisis generally confeſſed by all, whom the here- 
fie of 1#daiſme hath not in : andthe mura- 
tion of the Day approved-by the praQtiſe of the 
Chriſlian worldever ſince the 2pofiles rimes, is a 
ſufficient diſclaime tothe morelity of it. 

For one of theſe three muſt needs hence be in- 


ferred. Either that that youu is more/{ may bee 
: Cc 3 
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The 7 dey mentioned in the Commandement not woral. | 
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Col.2.16, | 


gainſt 


& 
& 


 whogranks the Sabbathamong 


| 26 The 7.day mentrined merbs Comundenrens not moral, 


changed; or:thatthe'Churcb of Chriſt hath now for 
thts 11xeeen bundred years erred im the change of it; 
or laſtly,'thatthe particnhar day-preferibed to the 
Jews was Ceremenial,,and not perpetuall.The firſt, 
no man wiltay that. underſtands the nature of we. 


| :a4 preceps, and:their dependance upon the Law 


of «atynewhidtis one and the ſame withall men 


| | every. where,:and in-all ages, and in that regard 
| | 


_— 


immutable. And hee deſerves not the name of a 
— jw _ rhe- _—_ remaines 
t that-wepirch upon-the 14176, & confeſſe 
that herein that Commandement was Ceremonial 8 
not ;perpetuall. . But befides the practiſe of the 
Churchwe have.che warrantof the Apoſtle S. Paul, 
the favowrof things 
to:come.whereot the:body is Chriſt. © Now the bo- 
5© ay had ( they are the; words of the late learned 
&« Biſhop of 1/7 the ſhadows waniſh : that 
© w/rab was to come,when it is come,to what end any fi. 
« oure of it ? it ceaſeth tos, So that to hold the ſhadow 
* of the Sabbath to continues to hold that Chriſt the 
*. hey 4 x0t-yet come. Neither can the force of this 


| place bee avoided by faxing that the Jewes had 


ather $abbathr:thatwere rhere meant, as the $ab- 
baths of Weeks, and the fir f and left dayes of their 
great. feaſts. which 'were called $abba1hs. For the 
Apoſtte {praks indefinitely of the Sabbath «ayes, 8 
bath'nat there left any ground to raiſe-any di- 
fttntion upon,or:to ſhew that hee afmed onely af 


ervfſe/its ithelps it noty heeanſe ws RhOW Ir _ 
Hott += © | al 
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them more then this. That hee ſpeaks rhere inthe | 
plarall number wild not! help eiyre/ffife; but rarhes 
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al. Sabbatarians « anſwer to Col.2.16. inſufficient. | 27 | 
or all-in, che new * Teſtamenc: rouſe rhacnamber | ©Ma-13. | 
It; when-the Sabbath in queſtion-is fpokenof':5t troſ- | 119227 5) 
he ſab ir rather in that being in the plarallnwmber it | Mak.n.2r | 
t, | may rather ſeemro comprehendall their $abbarhs | £52324 
0- | wharſoever they were and fo to be far from ex- 31-8 6.2. 


Py  cuding-this. The: placethenis'cleate, and'sfone | 3043-14 
n | ſufficient coprovethe pointin hand : To which I | © 
d | will only add ; that the-reaſon drawn'from the ex- | 
a | anple of;God,; who:refted-uport the Sabbath day, 
| namely, when the airios was finiſhed; endbred 
| only-till rhe rime of-the »ew Creation, in which all 
things were made new by Chriſt; at which timer | 
cealed,or at leaſt, a ſecond reaſon taken from that 
; new Creation coming inplace, the fotmer both rea- 
| ſon and day (become now old)are paſſed away,aud GEngey 
bebold al{ things are become new. For this work of 
redemption Or mew Creation being the! greater may 
deſervedly take:place:of the other. ''And'as the | Tcr.r6.14, 
| Prophet Teremsy ſpeaking of the deliverance that God | *7 | 
would vouchſate his people from rhe 3abyloni/h 
captivity, Jaith :: * Behold the dayes ſhall come ( ſaith 
« che Eord);batit ſhal no more be [avehthe Lord liveth 
© that broweht ap the children of 1ſ3atl out of Exypt : 
* but the Lord lrveth which brought up the children of 
* 1ſrael from the land of the North, ce. Yo may we 
ay ofthe day appointed for his worſhip ; that the 
day wherein he finiſhed the work of Creation ſhall 
no more bee obſerved; bur the 4ay wherein cur 
Lord Ieſws Chriſt by his reſurrection from the dead 
finiſhed the worke of our redewpriov, and begun a | 
new lifeto be finiſhed in all his members, who (as | a—__ 
St, Peter tells us ) are by his reſwrred#ion begotten 
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| required. 
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| thoſe duties, as that g_ they. be not hindered 


| need witch , and participates of the morality of | 


1 — 


Thereſt required in the Commandement, = | 

unto a lively hope of an erernall Inhericance. 

The fourch and laſt: thing'in this Commande- | 

ment and that which denominated the day, is the | 

refing from ordinary labours, And this og | 
1 


| of the divers ends ir bad, admits a divers confide- | 


ration. I. This reft may be conſidered as a mean; 
without which the duties of Gods worſhip cannot | 
be performed. For ſeeingthe generall and publike | 
duties of piety-and devotiori, and our owne pri- 
vate buſineſſes cannot both'bee followedart once, 
chere muſt bee ſuch a-ceſſarion from ordinary 1a- | 
bours on that day, wherein men are to performe 


in the performance in whichregardthoſe 
works that in themſelyes, and at other times are 
notprohibited, are on that day wnlawfel, fo farre 
as they hinder a man from applying himſelfe to 
divine duties; and therein are contrary to the ob- 
ſervance of that precept, which requiresthe perfor- | 
mance of them. And therefore when God com- 
mands a day to be dedicated to Him, he doth like- | 
wiſe inthe ſame,command ſuch a reft asa meanes 
neceflary to- that end. So that,thus farre it is con- 


that Precept that enjoines the daties for which ir | 
was apoings, and in this.confideration wee are 
no leſfe bound at this day, toreff from onrlabours 
on #he dayes deyored. ro Gods ſolemne worſhip, 
then were the /ews,and(as Venerable Hooker ſaith) 
* T he voluntary ſcandalous contempt of that reſt from 
<< labour wherewith God us publikely ſerved,we cant | 
*© ra8 ſeverely corre? and bridle. 
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| diverſly conſidered, 29 
| 2. Another endof this reft is mentioned, Devt. 
| $:14-viz;: that there might be arime of reft allow- 
|  edto ſervants and labourers for their refreſhment, 

| ' And thisnolefſe concernes w,then irdidihem;for 
| neceflicy of nature requires ſome time of remiſs | 
from labour : and religion teacheth us, to be mer- | p,,..., 
ciful ever t9 our beaſts, and much more toour ſer- 
vents who are our brethren. Bur this is not ſo con- 
neted wich the obſeryance of the day of Gods 
publique worſhip, but that it may at other times 
be ſupplied,yetischen fo farr requilire,as it makes 
for the ſolemne performances of the duties of the 
day, that all,as well ſervants, as others, may joyne 
together in the ſervice of God: which while they 
doe, they at once enjoy the refreſhment of their 
bodies, and freedome to refreſh their ſoules, with 
holy and religious exerciſes, 

But this ret as it was preſcribed tothe Tews,had | 
yeta further end,in regard of which,it wasexatted 
ſo ftricly, and beyond that which either the ſo- 
lemn ſerviceof God, or the neceflary refreſhment 
| of labouring perſons did require. And that was 
| fgerative for the ſignifying of things paſt; preſent, 
; and future. 
| 1,Thingspaſt;and foit was a memoriall of Gods 
 refling from his worke of Creation : and as the day 
| Which they obſerved, ſo the ſtrift re# upon that; 
| day ſervechas a figne of the common benefir of 

Creation which they thereby acknowledged to be 
Gods work;when they celebrated thar day wher- 
in God reſted from creating, & ſanQified it by an 
holy and torall ſarceaſe from their owne works. - | 
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Reft requiredinthe Commandement typical, 
And this eodigaſligned by God bimſelte, an ac- 


nexed ro the commatadement as'a principall rea- 


\ {onofthe inſticurion of it, 


: Secondly, ir was a memoriall likewiſe of their 
acliverance- out of Agypr, ſo expreſly ſaid to bee 
Dext. 5.15: where, in the repetition of the Law, 
this reaſon. is added inftead.of the former, and 
God.is therefore ſaid rocommand chem to keep 
the$4bbath, thatthey might remember.their /er- 
witude.in Egypt,and their deliverance from thence. 

Againe, the Sabbath was a ſigne alſo of their | 
preſent condition, and a note 'to diſtinguiſh them | 
tramall other people, they [being then the onely 
peculiar people of God, whom he had ſeparated, | 
and ſanctified ro himſelfe : For a gre of whichpe. | 
enliar ſanttification they were commanded to ob- | 
ſerve the Sabbath, as wee reade Exed.z1.13. and | 


3-»Laitly, the reffof the Sabbath was a Type 
whereby was prefigured that reft which remained 
for #he people of Goa, to hee purchaſed for them by 
Chrift;: Into which reſt they which -beleeve doe | 
enter,. and ſhall have the full poſſeſſion thereof 1n | 
the king dome of glory,when,after all their works | 
finiſhed, they ſball- reſt, from rheir labours. And | 
this ref the Apoſtle deſigning by the name of a | 
Sabbariſme,tnrimates the prefiguring of it by that | 
Sabbath which:the people of God, under the Law, 

were toobſerve. So that, as the place of this Ce- 

leſtiall;andeternall 19; was ſhadowed out by the | 
Promiſed Lend;lo the reſbir ſeife,for the nature,and | 
canditionof ir, was no leſſe prefignified by their | 


aſuall | 
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things which were. thus vailed under the outward 


obſervation of this'reff, it was very requifire thar 


the reſt whereby they were repreſented, ſhould 
be, as {tri as might bee ; for the more exad? the fi- 
cure #8, the better it ſignifies; andthe more ſtrictly 


the r:ſt was obſerved, the more lively wasthere- | 970 cre 
' preſentarion of thoſe things, which it aimed ar. 


| 
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To this if we add the condition of thoſe,to whom |; c.10. 


' itwasenjoyned, we ſhall have the compleat rea- 
' fon, why ie-was with that f&r:#neſſe commarided 


| andexadted, and the violation of it with fach ſe. | 


| verity puniſhed, 
| Forfirſt, the /ews (though the people of God 
| andheire and Lord of all, yetbeing,as the Apoſtle 
| faith, a ch1/d,differed not from a ſexyant and) as ler, 
| vants were to be heldin bondage under the (tri 
' yoke of outwardobſervances, and of this among 
 thereſt, re rhe fulueſſe of 11m came, when God ſent 
' forth his Soune made of 4 woman, made under the law, 
| toredeeme thems that were under the law that we might 
| receive the adoption of ſonnds. | FO 
Secondly,the kewsby reafonof therr long abode 
in« place of contirmall fervite toyle, 'conld not 
' ſuddenly bee weaned and drawne unto contfary 
offices, wirhour ſome impreffion of terror; whence 
the ſevericy wich which chis duty was'erjopned, 
and che violation thereof puniſhed; was ro then 
moſtnecefſary. And beſides, weknow,'that there 
1s nothing more needfull, rhen ropunt(h with ex- 


 tremity che firſt tranſgrefivrs of ehoſe T;awes-that 


 fequirea more exact obſeryation for many a2zes to 
come. 
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Tecfons of the trimer of reſt required imthe Sabbath, , 34 | 
 oſuall Sabbarhs, Now in relation to theſe good 


| 
| 
| 
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p he, and generally the moſt of choſe which pro- 


ammode- | queſtion propounded. viz. whether, and how farre 


Summary anſwer ts the firſt queſtion. WI 


come. Theſe conſiderations then being peculiar | 
unto them, that ſftri& reſt which was thereupon | 
exacted, being bur accidentally annexed to the prin- | 
cipall ſandificationof the Sabberh, cannot belong | 
unto us by vertue of that Commend by which it | 
was enjoyned chem.And this is confeſſed even by | 
choſe char ſtand moſt for the obſervation of the | 
Sabbath : who grant that 1he flrineſſeof the reſt on | 
| the Sabbath was Ceremonial, and did belong to the | 

| Tewes oncly, and is abrogated by the death of Chriſt," 
-| SO Elton, And Ameſine. It may be granted, that there | 
we ſomewhat a more ftrie# obſervation of the Sabbath ' 
«| commanded inthoſe times, «s fitted to the pedagogy and * 
time of ſervitude, which obtaines not in all ages, So 


pagne che Doarine of the Sabbath. 
o give a briefe and full reſolation to the firſt 


| forth the fourth Commandement concerning the $ab- 
bath is morall, and perpetuall, and ſo belonging to 
Chriſtians. 

To the former part, I ſay the fourth Comman- 
| dement is parthy moral, and partly ceremonial. To 
| the latter I ay: Firſt, it is moral, and perpetual | 
; that ſometime be dedicated to the ſolemne, pub. | 
; liqueworſhip and ſervice of God. Secondly, that | 
; oneday in the revolution of ſeven, be conſecrated | 
| tothisend, is not worall; yet very convenient and | 
ficly obſerved, and retained by the Church of | 
Chriſt. Thirdly, that the particular ſeventh dey, | 
which the lewes obſerved, is neither worall, not fic | 
to bee obſeryed, being altogether abrogated and | 

our 


it. —} Aw. _—_—. — 
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; &'Of 
| But theſe men while they over greedily ſeeke 
F 


Summary anſwer ro the firſt queſtion, 


out of dare,ever ſince the death of Chriſt. Laſtly, 
the reſting from ordinary labours, as it 1s conne- 
&ed with the duties of Gods worſhip,anda means 


| without which, they cannot bee performed, is no 
| leſſe neceſſary on the dayes conſecrated to that 
 endnow,then heretofore; bur as it concerned the 
| lew;ſh Sabbath,it is together with the Sabbath abro- 
gated. So that Chriſtrans are not bound either to 
| ref 0n'thar day, which the 7ews did, or to reft on 
their owne Sabbaths,or dayes conſecrated to Gods 
ſervice, with the ſame ſtrineſſe, which was en- 
joyned the 7ews on theirs, Thus much ſhall ſerve 
to have ſpoken of the firſt generall queſtion. 
Having explained the nature of the fourth Com- 


' | mandement touching the Tewifh Sabbath : I come 


now to ſpeake of the Lords Day ; in which, that 

which was Moral{in that Commandementr, is and 

ever hath beene obſerved by Chriſtians. The in- 
ſiitation of which, when and by whom it was, be- 
ing the ſecondgenerall part of our inquiry. 

| And here all Divines are not of one opinion. 

' Some ground #th# no lefſe then the 1ewiſh Sabbath 


| upon the fourth Commandement , which (ſay they ) 


clades both the Sabbath of the ewes, and of the 
| Chriſtians : Becauſe the Lord doth not ſay, Re- 
| member that thou keep holy the ſeventh Day, but Re- 
| member that thou keep holy the Sabbath Day , that is, 
the Day of reſt : which before the comming of 
| Chriſt, was m= from the Creation ; bur af- 


| terward , the frft day of the weeke, or Lords 
2 | 


after 
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2 Queſtion 
| When and 
by whom 
the Lords 
day vas 

inltirured, | 


See Dr, 
W:lliams 
of the 

Church, 


P-30I., 
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34 Difference among Divines about af 
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afrer a divine foundation for the Lords Day, doe | 
not conſider that they ſtretch the Precepr beyond. 
the intent of the Lawgiver. For though it bee 
granted that the Lord doth not ſay, Remember to 
keep holy the ſeventh day, but the day of ceaſing in- 
dererminately, yet ſeeing inthe following expli. 
cation which God added , it is determined unto 
that particular ſeventh , which was the ſeventh 
from the Creation, to which it expreſly is refer. 
red, as tothe ſpeciall reaſon of the Inſtitution : 
The Sabbath there cannot without forcing, and 
manifeſt abſurdity, bee ſaid to bee as the Genws to 
the 1ewifh, and Chriſtian Sabbath, and to include | 
both. For is it not manifeſtly abſurd, and unbe- | 
ſeeming a rationall man, and much more the wil- | 
dome of the Supreame Law-giver, to ſay ; God in 
fixe dayes made heaven and earth, and refted the ſe. 
vemh., and for that cauſe ſanitified the ſeventh day; 
Ergo, Hee will have men in imitation of himrto | 
reſt ſomerime ( viz. before the comming of Chriſt) 
on that day whereon hee reſted, and ſometime | 
( viz. after Ehriſts comming ) to reſt on the day in | 
; Cleaver | which hee began to worke? -Neither can this ab. 
| Dire "| ſardity bee falved ( as ſome have endeavoured to 
| Sabbath, | doe) by ſaying, There is alwayes more meant in - 
| £-99- the Precepts and prohibitions, then in words are | 
| expreſſed : for thoſe things which are ſo meazr | 
| without particular expreſſion, muſt either bee xe. : 
ceſſarily connefted with, or ſome way ſubordinate_ | 
co that which is expreſſed, that fo it may beinclu-| 
dedin it. Sure I am, it ought no way to bee excls- | 


aed, as ( wee ſee) this is by Gods owne _ | 
of! 


— 
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pf the Inſtitution of the Lords Day. 
| of himſelfe, and the reaſon which he alledgeth, 


Elton.p.90. 
; Dod.p(137 + 


*Pag.1s. 


od | W whichcanno way agree both to the j7ewiſh Sab- | 
ee ' bath, and the Lords Day. | 
to Againe, others urge the 1»ſitstion of the Lords 
1 Day, as founded upon Gods ſanttification of the 
'Y ſeventh day at the Creation, which being before | 
"X all Ceremonies, muſt (ſay they) needs binde 
h Chriftians, as well as the lewes. But this laboars | 
= of the ſame weakneſle, and abſurdity, which the | 
1 other did. For what dy did God ſaxtifie there? | 
F Surely not the firf day of the Weeke_p, but the 
0. | ſeventh from the Creation, which they muſt with 
e the Jewes cry up againe, if they will have their 
wil ' xgument hold good.. Bur beſides this, the weak- 
4} neſſe of this foundation appeares in that ( as hath 
, beene * ſhewed ) they cannot prove that God in- 


ſtitured the Sabbath, and commanded it to bee 
obſerved from that time forward ; but onely that 


Intimates the reaſon of Gods after Commanding 
his people to reſt upon that Day. And laſtly, 
granting that tobee the /n/{itntion ( which cannot 
beproved) and that not the ſeventh day from the 


begranted, here will yet be but a partiall founda- 

tion, and no compleat inſtitution of that particular 

| day which we obſerve: for, all this notwithſtan- 

' ding, why might not the ſecond,third. fourth,or any 

| other have beene obſerved,and yer thae Inſtituti- 

| on of one in ſeyenno = violated? 
2 


Others 


© 


CO CCC — 


Moſes there, relating the ſtory of the Creation, | 


ns es IEEE IE et TIRE nn oem 


 Creation(as che words expreſly ſay ) but a ſeaventh | 
or one in ſeven, were thereby intended to be per- | 
petuall, and to belong tous Chriſtians: If all this | 
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Theol.{.2. 
£15.27, 


' 


_— OO —— 


| 


No ſpeciall Precept in the New Teſtament 


Others therfore ( no doubt eſpying the weak- 
neſſe of it) forſake this hold, and ſeeke for autho- 
rity toprove it, to be of Divine Inſtitution, out of 
the New Teſtament. And among theſe Ameſirs will 
have it to be done by Chriſt himſelfe : laying this 
for a ground worke, that He aloxe could change the 


day of the Sabbath, that was Lord of it, that is,Chriſt, 


So that according to him, Chriſt was the Author 
of this change, and: that either mediately by his 
Apoſites, whom he aſſiſted by his Spirit inthe In. 
ſtication of t,no lefſe then he did in the DoGrine 
which they raught: or elſe (as hee holds to bee 
moſt probable ) :mmediately,and in his owne per ſon; 
and the probatyliry of this he labours to prove by 
divers Argamentsz wherein hee doth ( as one 
hath well obſerved in the like caſe) as if one 
ſhould demand a Legacy, by force and vertue of 
ſome written Teſtament, wherein there being no 
ſach thing ſpecified,he pleades, that there ir muſt 
needs be, and bringeth arguments from the love 
and good will, which alwayes the Teſtator bore 
him; imagining that theſe or the like proofes will 
evince a Teſtament, to have that init which 
other men by reading, canno where finde. Cer- 
cainely it is a bold and a ſtrange conrſe, for men 
ro adventure to argue, that God muſt needs have 
done the thing, which they imagine was to bee 
done : whereas in matters that concerne the a&i- 
ons of God, the moſt datifull, and ſafe way on 
our part, is to ſearch what God hath done, and 
with meeknefſe ro admire that, rather, then to 
diſpate what he, in congruity of reaſon, _ to 
es.” oe. 


_ _ 
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| for obſervation of the Lords Day. 


doe. He might therefore have ſpared all the rea- 


ſons hee brings, and in ſtead thereof, to have al. 
| edged one place ont of the New Teſtament, which 
| doth command the change of the Day, eſpecially 
| ſeeing he denies it, (and that for many reaſons by 
him there urged) to bee an «nwritten Tradition : 
which ſeeing hee doth not, nor indeed can doe, 
what doth he elſe by all his arguments, but endea- 
your to lay an aſperſion of imperfe&ion upon the 
Scriptures, and of neglect in Chriſt himſelfe of that 


| belonged tohim? As if, unlefſe hee had beene as 
carefull ro appoint the obſeryation of this day, as 
Moſes was to appoint the old Sabbath , hee gou!d 
| not (abſpt verbo blaſphemia) bee as faithfull in the 
| houſe of God, as Moſes was. But farre bee ſuch 
blaſphemous thoughts from us, farre bee it from 

' usto meaſure the faithfulneſſe of our bleſſed Sawi- 
ow by our phanſies : or to judge him unfaithful, 
| becauſe hee did omit that which our ſhallow con- 
| ceits judge neceſſary and fit for him tro doe. Wee 
| knowthat the high Prieſt of our profeſſton,Chriſt le- 
ſus,was faithfall ro him that appointed him, alſo Mo- 
ſes was faithful in all his houſe. And this farthfulneſſe 
of his was by him ſuffietencly demonſtrated, in 
| that he fully declared che will of his Father co the 
world, in all things to be beleeved and done, and 
' ſhewed how , and what worſhip Chriſtians muſt 
' give unto God, though the circumſtances of that 
' worſhip, as Time and Place, (in as muchas concer- 
| ned the particular deſigning of either) he left to 
| be determined by the Py whom he promiſed 
3 ro 
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| Office, which as the great Prophet of his Church | 


Rm 


Heb.3.3, 
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Difference 
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notbe ſaid tobe lefſefaithfull in the houſe of God, 
then Moſes or Solomon ( who provided the onea 
T abernacle,the other a Temple ) becauſe he didnot | 
appoint ſet places for Gods worſhip ; ſo neither | 
can hee be juſtly taxed for not appointing the ſe 
times for the ſame; theſe two circumſtances of | 
time and place, being of equall neceſlity and uſe, | 
and-joyned together by God himſelfe, Lev. 19.30, | 
Yee ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my Santis. 
ary. 1 amihe Lord, Neither is the difference of | 
places more now taken away under the Geoſpel,chen | 
of times. Bur as the true worſhippers of God are 
not tied to worſhip either in 1ernſalem, or any 
other peculiar place, but may worſhip him in /þ:- 
rit and truth in all places, lifting up pure hands : (0 
neither are they ried to any ſpecial! :me or day, 
but may pray continually, and at all times. And 
therefore they, who are ſo indifferent for the place, 
that they can be content to account a Weod,a Par- 
lor, or a Barne, place good enough for Chriſtians | 
romeet in, for the performance of Gods publick | 
worſhip,have no reaſon to complaine for want of 
a ſet day, or time,for the ſame purpoſe. The truth | 
is, that that peculiar bleſſing which God once be- | 
ſtowed -aponthe Sabbat hof the Temple, and there- | 
by differenced them fromall others, is enlarged to | 
all :imes and places; andany day and place may ,by | 
the Church, bee dedicated and ſer apart for Gods | 
worſhip; and being ſo dedicated, and fer apart, | 
they inheric that helzneſſe which was once peculiar | 


untothem,in relation to the duties then and there 


perfor- | 


— 4 


—— 


Particular circumſtances of Gods Worſhip : 
to be with tothe end of the world. And as he can- | 


— _ 
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not neceſſary to be defined by Scripture. 


performed toGod, who, in regard of the abun- 
| dance of grace vouchſafed now in the time of the 
Goſpel, may bee ſaid robee more preſent at ſuch 


of hisowne afſigning.Burie was not neceſſary that 
Chriſt himpſelfe, or his Apoſiles from him, ſhould by 
expreſſe precept particularly deſign either of cheſe: 
ifany think ſuch precept to be neceſſary, lerthem 
| ſhew the place of Scripture, where ſuch precept is to 
| be found, or elſe confefle the Scripture to be defice- 
| ent in things #eceſſary, and ſo forſake theipcolours 


.| of reformation, and paſſe over into the Campe of 
' | the Romaniſts.If they be aſhamed of this, let chem 


learneard confeſſe; That, however it be neceffary 


| that ſome 74m7e bee dedicated to Gods ſervice, yet | 


| the determination to this or that particular day, is 
| not neceffary to bee defined by Scriprure : which 
| they may perhaps the more eaſily bee brought to 
ſee, if they conſider, that in this it is no otherwiſe 
| then itis with other things of equal necefrty with 


| this in the generall (as the Sacraments, Fafting,and | 


Prayer it ſelfe ) which yerfor the particular, when 
' and how often they are to be uſed, is not any where 
10 Scripture defined, nor neceflary fo to be. 

Bur ſome,who will have the Zords day ſo called, 
becauſe Chriſt himſelfe inftitured it, ſay, © That, 
the Apoſtles, by the authority of that Spirit, that al- 
" way aſſiſted them in their miniſterial office, did al- 
*1er the day, and themſebves kept, and ordained it to 
*©be kept in all Churches,as may appeare,t.Cor.16.1. 
** where he ſaith, Every firſt day of the weeke, when 
"ee meet rogether, &c. Bur certainely, it is moſt 

evident, 


a 


times, and in ſuchplaces, then heretofore in thoſe 
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| they could not bee ſeparated : which no man, I | 
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No Precept for obſervatio of the Lords day in new Teſt, 


evident, even'to a yulgar conſideration, that no 
ſuch rhing doth appeare our of that place. For, 
what doth Saint Paw ſay there? That hee would 
have Chriſtians meet every firſt day of the weeke, 
to ſerve God? No ſurely there is not a word of | 
meeting in the Text, but whatis foyſted in, rode- | WM | 
ceive the credulous Reader. That which $, Pau/ | Ml | 
ſaith, is, That on that day hee would have every | MI. 
one lay by bimin ſtore, as God hath proſpered him, | 
This implies neither the meeting together of the | 
Churchon that day, nor the performance of any 
religious duty ;, but onely a repoſiting or laying up, | 
jo: char not in a Common banke_, but every man | 
( mp ws) by bimſelfſe. * Againe, grant that Sr, 
Paul (as hee did not) had enjoyned Chriſtians to 
meete on that day + and at their meeting to make 
a Colleftion for the poore ; yet could nor this ſerve 
for a ſufficient inſtitution of that Day to ſucceed 
the ewes Sabbath : unleſſe ſuch colleions did in- | 
volve in them all the ſervice of God, on that day | 
to be done, or were ſo connetted with them, that | 


ts 


ſuppoſe, will affirme. To leave theſe therefore, | 
who out of an over-weening conceit of the day, | 
are willing to catch at any ſhadow that may ſeeme | 
ro countenance it, and gaine to it the reputation | 
of Divine inſtitution ; Let us pitch upon that which | 
1s certaine, which thoughit riſe-not ſo high, as an | 
immediately divine authority, yer is ſafficienr to | 
groundour praQtiſe upon,and to exadt the due ob- | 
ſervation of the Day. | 


Firſt, then it is moſt certaine, that our Bleſſed | 
Saviour | 


Ground; of Inſtitatron of the Lords Day. 


Seaview did honeur this day with his moſt glori- 
ous * reſurrefiion, and by his often Þ apparitions up. 
' on itto his Diſciples: and thereby (as it were) 


| elſe. where ſpeakes) The raiſing againe of our Lord, 
' promiſed us an everlaſting Day, and conſecrated for ws 
| the Lords Day. 
| Secondly, it is no lefſe certaine that the .4po- 
| fles (upon this ground no doubr) did obſerve 5415 
| Day , and had thereon their holy aſſemblies, as 
| Hs 20. 7. And that for the ſame cauſe the 4po- 
= deſigned ir for the fwing up of their _ 
rtnat 


ke, | pointed our this day to his Diſciples, as worthy ro 
of | be made choice of ro be celebrated in honour of 
Je- | | him: who on that day began his glorious exalta- 
aul | tion , after his triumph over Principalities and 
ry | powers, upon his Crofſe whomhe there ſpoyled, 
m, | having nayledto it, and thereby canceltd , the 
he hand-writing of Ordinances that was againſt us; 
1 that is,the ob/;gation to obſerve the 7ewiſh rites and 
P, |! ceremonies, danny cheſe their Sabbath : whiah 
n | from that time forward , the Apoſtle would have 
C, roman to judge Chriſtians in: who, as they were 
(9 | freed from it by the death of Chriſt , ſoby his re- 
G ſure#ion they had ground ſufficient miniſtred to 
'e dire& them to the obſervation of a »ew Feftival, 
d | Whence S. LAuguſlineſaith, The Lords Day was de- 
- | | clared to Chriſtians by the reſurreftien of our 
y Lord, and from that time began to be celebrated. So 
t | | that, for ought that appeares, our Saviour did not 
I |} command the firſt day of the weeke to be obſerved. 
yi) | Hedid onely(to uſe the wordsof the ſame Father) 
| Youchſafe to demonſtrate, and conſecrate it ,, or (as he 
| 
| 


| 4l 
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42 The Lords Day inflitared by the Church. 


that the =zemory of the benefits which on that day 
they obtained , might make them more readih | 
contribute to the neceſlicies of their brethren, as | 
Saint Chryſoftorme harh obſerved upon 1 Cor. 16. 1, 
And laftly, that in the time of the Apoſtles it ob- 
tainedthe name of the Lords Day, as appeares Re- | 
vel. 1.10. | 
Thirdly, that the ages of the Church immedi at- 
ly after the Apoſtles (whether by conſtitution , or 
onely in iw##/t4t:0» of them , is not knowne, nor 
much mareriall) did obſerve this Day as the Chr;-\ 
| ſtians Feſtival; (tiling it the Lords Day, and con- | 
veighed the ſame practiſe by continnall ſaccefſion | 
Speech | even to this day : as the late learned Biſbep of Win- 
= > chefter ſhewes , avowing it on his credit , That 
p74 | therew not an Eccleſpafticall Writer in whom it is not to 
be found, | 
Wee finde thus much then wichout contra- 
*rPe.Ma;, dition. That ic hath beene the praQtſe of the 
Theſ.m Ez.| Chriſtian Church , to obſerve the Sunday or Lords 
020 Nos | Day, and that ever ſince , yea in the very Apoſtles 
Chrifliome | 11mes : aprattiſe warranted by the example of the 
Eceleſia,c,, Apoſtles , and the honour vonchſafed to that day 


hangs by our Bleſſed Saviowr himſelfe. Whence we may 


\ 


obſervand; | conclude with a late learned Divine, T hat the Chri- 
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rn dem; ftianChurch did not erre , when in ſtead of the Sab- 
jusin ſacrs bath it appointed the Lords Day tobe obſerved, of | 
literis men- | which, there is mention mage in the $criprure , though | 
"io bebe, ; here be no Precept for the obſervation of it, In which | 
huvabfins words of his, I will obferve three things. Firft, | 
veimepre- thar hee ſaith, [rhe Chwch] not the Apoſtles, or | 
ens | Apoſtolicali men: (tor though thatbemoſt 4 | 
©, 
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The Lords Day inſtituted by the Church. 


bable,and hath for it the anthority ot Saint *_d«- 

ftine, and for that it hath beene ever obſerved 
by che Church, it may juſtly be aſcribed to chem, 
yet) becauſe if they did ir, they did itnot as there- 


in reporting the immediate ® Precept of Chriſt , nor | 


by any power that was properly Apeftolicall, but by 
vertue of their Paſloral power and office , which 
was common to them with their Succefſours , ir 
may be termed an Ordinance of the Church, and it 
lietle concernes us to know whether it were de- 
liyered by the Apoſtles themſelyes , or their next 
after-commers. 

Secondly, The Church appointed this Day , but 


whether at the firſt by expreſle conſtitution it 
werecommanded, or by c»/fome onely obſerved, 
it appeares not. © Aquine attributes it to both: 
and how ever, thus much is out of queſtion, that 
this cuſlomre or conflitusion was afterward by many 
i Canons of the Church, and conſtitattons of Chri. 


things ordained tending to the right and due ob- 


ſervance of it. 
Thirdly , That the Chriſtian Charch did not here- 


inerre, as having ſufficient to warrazt it out of 
Scripture , though there be no Precept for it, Yea, 
and if the Scripture did yeeld no example of this 


| 


pratiſe, or other grownd for it in particular, yet 
had not the Church erred in ordaining ir. For 
things pertaining to #rder & decencie in the Church 


(ſuch asis among others, the particular determi- | 


| vantie Dia 
| Domini(e 


ſtian © Emyperonrs ratified and approved, and many | 
| ge, ſuccedzr 
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| pointment of the khowres for the dayly ſacrifices ; 


| ceſity, are yer comvenient and profitable. For this | 
| prerogative and power, the Church of God hath 
| ever obtained and enjoyed, (even when it was 
| moſtobliged rohold to the letter of the Law,pre- 


, ſcribing the Ceremonies belonging to the ſervice 
Sec Hooker 
P.92.P.95- 
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nation of the ſet times: of Gods worſhip) being 
undetermined 1n the word of God , are in the 
power of the Church to be ordered ; fo as they he 
done according to-the general Lawes of nature, 
and without contradiction to any poſitive Law in 
Scripture. Neither 1s-it derogatorie to the word sf 
God, or any. whit y 996+ ak the perfe@1on of | 
it, toafftirme, that (though it ſufficiently and abun. | 
dantly containe in it all things neceſſary to ſalvation, 
yet) it hath left anumber of other chings, free to 
be orderedat the diſcretion of the Church. And. 
as to rake from the Scripture , the ſufficient deter- | 
mination of things zeceſſary to ſalvation, were an | 
injurie, andan impairing of that honour which | 
God challengerh to hls Word, and the Church of 
God hath ever deſeryedly yeelded to it ; fo it 
were no leſſe injurie to the Church of Chrift, to 
abridge itof the power of derermining of this and | 
ſuch [ike things, which being not of abſolute ne- | 


of God) that ir might without impuration of ad- | 
ding to, or altering the law of God, from time to 
time appoint ſundry rites and 6bſervarces, not any 
where preſcribed inthe Law. Such were the ap- | 


the building of Synagogues throughout the land, to, 
heare the word of God, and fo pray in, when | 


they came not up to ler»ſalew : the Feaſt of = 
Deai- | 


v7 Church-Ordinances ns matters of indifferency. 
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| Dedication which was ſolemnized even by our $4- 
. viour, and yet never ſpoken of in the Law :- and 


many more which the Church , without any par- 


ticular command, only following the light of rea- 


ſon,in her diſcretion judged meer. Andcertainly, 
the Church of Chriſf hath not now lefle power, or 
priviledge then the Jewiſh Church then had, ro 


' which it is no way inferiour, but fare ſuperiour 
' inregard of the meaſure of grace,and the preſence 
ofthe ſpirit of Chriſt, by which it is afliſted, as in 


other things, ſo in ordaining Lawes for the edifi- 


cation of the Church. 


Now, leaſt any ſhould thinke ir a matter of in- 


 differencie to obey { or diſobey the 0rders of the 


Church , which are-thus conſtituted withour the 
exprefſle command-of God in Scripcure, and that 
the tranſgreſſions of ſuch Conſtitutions are no (ins; 
I will cloſe this point with that which worrhy 
Hooker (from whom I have borrowed the greateſt 
part of this laſt diſcourſe) hath judiciouſly and 
tully-delivered to this purpoſe. Y#to Lawes this 


| made (faith he) and received by a whole Church, they 


which lrve within the boſome of that Charch, muſt not 
thinke it @ matter indifferent either to yeeld , or not 


to yeeld obedience. 151t a ſmall offence to deſpiſe the 


Church of God ? My fonne keepe thy Fathers comman- 
dement, (faith Salomon) and forget not thy Mothers 
inſtruction, binde them both alwayes aboat thine heart. 


| It doth not fland with the duty which wee owe to our 
| Heavenly Father, that to the Ordinance of our Mother | 
the Church, we ſhould ſhew our ſelves diſobedient. Let | 
#3 not ſay we-keepe the commandements of the one,when | | 
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wee breake the Law of the other « for unleſſe we obſerve. 
both, wee obey neither, —— — Yea that which is more, 
the Lawes thus made , God himſelfe doth in ſuch ſort 
authorize , that to defpiſe them , 6 to deſpiſe in them | 
Him, Thus,hee with much more to the ſame pur. 
poſe. Which I therefore thought good to adde, 
that no man might think that while I aſcribe ir to | 
its true Originall , I goe about to impaire the an. 
thority of ic,or tow!thdraw any thing trom the due 


obſervance of it, And thns I have done with this 


ſecond queſtion,viz. When and by whom the Sunday 


or Lords Day was inſtitned. 
Theſe things thus diſcuſſed ayd cleared, it may 


| now feeme ſuperfluous to enquire into the /tiberty 


that wee Chriſtians have, how farre ic may juſtly 


be extended in regard of ordinary labours upon . 


the Sunday. For if it be granted that the fr: ref 


| 
| 
| 


on the Sabbath was ceremoniall , and abrogated 
with the Day ; and that the Day which we keepe | 
is not by vertue of the fourth Commanadement, but 


by the c»/{ome or conſtitation of the Church + Te will 


not be hard for any to conclude, that Chriſtians | 
are not bound to reſt on that day from all works, 


further then the awies of the day , and they who 
exjoyned it, require, Yer for more full ſatisfaction, 
I will adde Garaks more particularly , con- 
cerning thoſe two Queſtions that remaine: To 
enquire then firſt, What works the Iews might age on 
their Sabbath. 


This wil eaſily be diſpatcher, in as much as here- 


in the Scripture is very plaine.and little or no dit- | 


ference of opinion among Divines : Tet will - 
no 
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| not be altogether needlefſe, in regard that the /1. 


; berty we now have under the Goſpel, when ic is 


compared with theirs under the Law, will the ber- 
ter appeare. 


Now theſe works are ficly reduced nnder three | 5: D. xi: 


heads. The firſt of which are Works of neceſity, 
ſuch as could not well be deferred or prevented. 


Of which ſort are reckoned divers, which, how | 


ever Phariſaicall ſuperſtirion had prevailed with | 


tention of the Law-giver,prohibirted them,as may 


appeare by the doctrine and praiſe of our Saws. | 


wr ; who was both wayes the beſt expoſiror of the 
Law, and who both wayes came, not to deſtroy, 
but to fulfil/ic. And among thoſe thus allowed by 
our Sayiour we finde, the providing of foode in the 
caſe of hanger; the watering (and by the like rea- 
ſon the foddering) of cattell, the ſaving them from 


' imminent danger, Whence by analogie and con- 


eruity of reaſon, we may conclude the lawfalnefſe 
of many more things of the like nature : as that 
of Mattarbias and his company reſolving to fight 
upon 'the Sebbath to ſave their lives. So the 


the people toſcruple at,yer,were never, in the in- | 


| 


(et 40 E x- 
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| Math.r2.1 
| Luk.zz I f, 


' Luk. I 4-5 


| T Micces. 


| qzenching of an houſe on fire , the ſaving of corne, | 


and other »eceſſary ſubſtance from periſhing , and | 
the like. To which we may adde { works communis | 


boneflatss, as | the decent attirize of our ſelves , and 
all ocher works which neceſlity of natnre hath 
impoſed apon men, and thereby allowed as fit to 


' be done 


| 


The ſecond fort of workes permitted them, 
were workes of mercy and charity : as to viſite the 


ficke, | 
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ficke , heale the diſeaſed, and the like : which wee 
finde approved by our Savieurs often praftile, | 
and together with thoſe before-menrioned, juſti- | 
fied by that ax/ome of his : * The Sabbath was made 
for man, and uot man for the Sabbath : thatis, (ac. | 
cording to Eraſmws 's Gloſle) it i fit that the obſer- | 
vation of the Sabbath ſhould give place to mans benefit, | 
and not that man ſhould periſh for the Sabbath : as alſo 
by that of the Prophet by him cited : >God will have | 
merey and not Sacrifice : that is, rather haye the | 
miſeries of men releeved, then the letter of the | 
Law obſerved. | 
The third and laſt fort of works, were workes of | 
picty, belonging to the ſervice of God, as to © rrade | 
the Law,to teachthe people, to circumciſe children, | 
to offer Sacrifice, with their attendants, as tO make | 
fires for them, to ſlay and prepare the beaſts : for | 
theſe works chough ſervile in themſelves, being | 
directed to the ſervice of God were ſacred, and no | 
way violating the Sabbaths reft. So our Saviour te- | 
ſtifies, that notwithſtanding theſe works done by 
the Priefts in the Temple , yer the 4 Prieſts were 
blameleſſe, and not tranſgreſſours of the Law : And | 
the Jews had ic among their :ra&tions , that ## the | 
Temple there was no Sabbath. Intimating that the | 
Sabbaths refl muſt giveplece tothoſe things which 
wereto be done by the Prieſt in the Temple for 
the ſervice of God. 
Having ſeene what might be done on the S44- | 
bath,let us now ſee,whether,and what /:berty Chri- | 
ſtians now have on the Sunday, and how farre that 
liberty is to be extended, which is the laſt part of 
our Inquiry. And 
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| Chriftians have 4 liberty which the Tewes had'not. 
| And here though foe few ( tranſported with 


a heedleſſe zeale of maintaining the dignity of 


| this day) have not ſtncke to affirme that the lewes 
| had 4s much liberty as we have,es that we are a much | 
reſtrained, 44 they were : Yer the moſt, even of the 


| 


} 


| 
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{trieſt, and moſt preciſe exaCtors of the Sundayes | 


reſt, doe grant a liberty which Chriſtians now | 


haye, more then the Jewes had. But what /1berty 
this is, wherein it conſiſts, and how farre to beeexien- 
ded, is not on all hands agreed upon. 

Sore there are who when they come ro define 
this liberry, they pin it up within ſo narrow a 
roome, that ic proves either none at allor rono 
purpoſe. Ameſtus faith; There © nothing can bee 
brought ont of Scripture concerning the ſtr1t obſerva. 
tion of the Sabbath,which was commanded tothe lews, 
phich doth not in eat! way maner belong ro aff Chriſti- 
ans, except the kt of fires, the the dreſimme of 


| ordinary diet, And theſe, he thinks ic probable too, 


that the ewes might ordinarily doe on their Sab- 
bath, 1howeh wpon ſptciallovecaſions they were forbid- 


den them : fo that he ſeemes to retradt that hber- | 
'ty which before hee granted chem. But others 
doe freely grant theſe, and ſome few like them, 


as making of beds, carrying of burthens, (to wit, 


; on ſpeciall, and urgent occafions}) and thefe rhey 
\ allow by this name of works of Chriſtian liberty. 
| [ Egregi 


am vero libertatem! | A great liberty (no 
doubt ) and worthy that precions blood by which 
it was purchaſed! 

| But ew6 things may here bee demanded, Firft, 


berty 
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| bed, (which may ſeeme to-have ſome referenceto | 


|| what might ordinaxily bee done; bucby his au- 

| thority gives, a, ſpecial diſpenſation to.the ſick man 

| fotake up his bed, &c, without which diſþenſation, 

| the mancould not haye beene excuſed from brea- 

| &;ng the Sabbath. So that here is no certainty ( ac- | 
cording <q their principles.) for-any. thing to bee 


See Frayx. | 
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* places which are ciced by £{on on this occalion 
ſpeakenoſuch thing; and beſides, that which is / 
there ſaid ( whatever it bee ) proves no peculiar | 
libercy belonging to Chriſtians, which the Jewes 
had not. For in them our Saviour juſtifieshis Diſ- 


| ciples from tranſgreſiing the Sabbath which was | 
| then in force, but doth not ſhew what might bee 


done afterward, when by his death the Sabbath 


ſhould be abrogated, If they aliedge that our $a- | 


viour bad the ſick wan on the Sabbath,to take wp his | 


making of beds, or-carrying of burthens ) It may bee 
anſwered, that our, Saviour 'doth, not there ſhew | 


Chriſtians have a liberty which the Tewes had not. © 


berty ? And here(for ought can ſee) we muſt be 
contented to take their own authority : for Scrip- 
tare they alledge none to purpoſe. Thoſe two | 


done, which the, ewes might/nor doe, ' but chat 


| men muſt (forall their pretended liberty) eicher 
| Iudajze, or. elſe adventure for this. ſmall liberties 
| .witha d& in 
' *_ Secondly, It may alſo bee demanded.. How wee 
| ſballknow that onely thi liberty ts allowed Chriſti- 
| ,ans? This alſo wee muſt rake upon their credit. 
For reaſon oz Scripture they alledge none at all. 


| fre if they, -withour either, reaſon or Scripture 


ting canſcience. 


hall cake upon them to give Lawes tothe ge” 
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| of Gad, and preſcribe bounds to Chriſtian liber- 


| tie; I ſeeno cauſe, why wee may not upon ſo- | 
| lid grounds of Scriptore and reaſon, afſert that ls | 
| berty which of right belongs to us, as purchaſed 


| bythe all-precious blood of our deare,and bleſſed 
| Saviour. 

| Andrhis will appeare if wee conſider what reft 
| or ceſſation from labours is on this day required : 
' Firſt then, for that it is a day of Gods publique, 
and ſfolemne worſhip to bee performed by the 
whole Church, which cannot ( as hath * been ſhew- 
ed ) bee performed, unleffe chere bee a vacation 
from ordinary and common workes, a vacation 
therefore and reſting from theſe, as they are /m1- 
pediments to Gods ſervice, is on that day required, 
as necefſary. Yet not ſonececſſary, no not inthe 
times of publique Aſſemblies, but that the Þ works 
which neceſity impoſeth upon men , and rarer occaſi- 
ons in mens particular” affaires, ſubjet? to manifeſt 
detriment wnleſſe they _—_— followed, may, 
withwery good conſcrence draw men aſide ſometime 
| from the ordinary rule; conſidering the favourable 


| diſpenſation , wbich our Saviour grounds upon this 


| at this day for Chriſtians. In the uſe of which nor. | 


withſtanding, ſome cautions muſt bee obſerved. 
As firſt, thatmen pretend not zeceſity or charity, 
when itis coverouſueſſe, or a careleſſe neglect, or con- 


ground no doubt, it was that the Emperor Leo, re- 
H 2 pealed 


| Axiome. The Sabbath was made for man,and not man | 
| for the Sabbath, Whichrule,if it held for the lews | 
| on their Sabbath, is certainly no lefle in force | 


| 
| 
| 


tempt of Gods publique worſhip, upon which |: 
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pealed that liberty which by Conflantine_ was | 


granted to Hwsbandmen: and the Councell of Ma- 
tiſcon forbids men to frame a necefiity to them- 
ſelves of yoking their Oxen; therein allowing 
both a juſt diſpenſation in neceſſity, & forbidding 
the unjuſt prerence of necefficy where none is. 
Secondly, men muſt take heed that they doe not 
by their negligence or improvidence ard forget- 
fulnefſe draw a neceflicy upon themſelves : in 
which regard the word ( Remember ) which God 
prefixed ro the foarth Commandement is yet in 
force, to exatt our care and mindfulneſſe (oto pro- 


vide before hand, that the duties co which this 


day is conſecrated, be not by our default omitted, 
or hindered. | = 
T hirdly,cthat being wecefſarily hindred, or forc 
to omit the folemne os; publique duties of the 
Day,we doe(as much as may be)by private devesi- 
ons and meditations make fapply of that defett. 
Againe, (achis the reverence that is due to the 
ſolemne and publique duties of dewor:on,that they 
require not onely a. ſwr ceaſe from other workes and 
rboughts fox the time of their performance, but 
alſo a decent preparation before-hand z that wee 
looke t0 aur feere, when we enter into the houſe of God, 


| 


| 
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| 


and. prit off our fhooes before wee fland uporr hay | 
ground : thatfo our choughtsandaffeGtions, which: | 
are naturally bent. upon the world, and not eaſily | 


wichdrawen fromir, may be raiſed to 2 diſpoliti- 
on befurring ſo ſacred an r. In which 


reſpedt it is conveniewt, it nor neceflary, that till | 
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not themſelves with unneceffary bufinefſes, or 
give themſelves to ſportings or recreations, where- 
by their minds ſhould be hindered from the r:ehe 
| preparing of themſelyes , or due performance of 
| thoſe holy duties. 

| Laſily , it is good and commendable to ſpend 
| the reſt of that day in holy meditations, private 
| prayer, reading, and calling to minde what we have_ 
| read, or heard; Thefe workes, as they are at all 
| times proficable and beſeeming Chriſtians ; ſo on 
| that day they are moſt ſeaſonable_ and ſuitable ro 
| thoſe publique ations of Devotion which are the 
| proper workes of the Day. Thus *S. Auguſtine 
; exhorreth his Auditors on this day to ſequeſter 
| themſelves from worldly buſineſſes, that they may 


| dayes devoted to Gods ſervice ) m theſe and the 
| like religious imployments. And therefore chey 
' who thus ſpend the Lords day ( it it be done with- 
| out ſuperſtirion or judging other mens liberry ) 
' cannot therefore juſtly be condemned. 

| Nowby thisitis caſie to judge of our /iberty, 


| ee employed in theſe works ; and the Councell |, .,.., 
| of * cMariſcon,yea and our owne © Church-Canons | arſe. 


' 


' preſcribe rhe ſpending of this day (and other holy | *= + | 
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| Firfl then here isa liberty in caſe of neceftty,though 


' thereby the ſolemne daties of Gods worſhip bee | 


' hindered. Secondly, a liberty in things net abſolutely 

neceſſary, ſo as thereby the ſervice of God,and rhe 
| due preparation theretobe not hindered: under 
| which the uſe of heneft and ſcemely recreations, 
after the publique duries of the Day are finithed, 
| may be comprehended. For though it cannor be | 


H 3 denied | 
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denied that a man may commendably ſpend the | 
whole day in workes of prety and devotion, yet | 


that cannot preſcribe to all Chriſtians,or infringe 
their liberty. For, it is one thing to exhort ro a 
thing 4s comendable,another to wrgeir as neceſſary; 
one thing to ſay, this or that is a good worke, ang is 
well done at this or that time, another, to enjoyne 
it by-way of Precept, ſo as at ſuch time ir may not 


| be omitted, nor other worke permicted, And the 


reaſon is,becauſe Gods affirmative precepts, though | 


| they warrant, and commend the workes chat they 


enjoyne,and make them good and commendable, 


whenſoever they are performed, yer they bindnot 
preciſely to any determinate time for their per- 


— 


formance : For example,we are comanded to pray | 


and that contimually,fothat he that is moſt frequent 
in prayer, obſerves this Preceps beſt, and deſerves 


-he praiſe of a devour & religious man: and yet he 


that prayesnot at this or at that time, when haply 
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another doth, cannot therefore be ſaid ro fin, and | 


much lefſe be counted :rreligiozs or nn | 


prayed and gave thankes unto 
and fo did S. Pax/and S:15,and ſurely thoſe godly 


Soules were bleſſedly employed : bur ſhall wee | 
therefore condemne him who doth not the like ? | 


S. Paul alſo being todepart from Troas, continued 
his Sermon till midnight on the Sunday, and no 
doubt, bur he did well; yet no man will cherefore 


preſcribe the like length to every Swnday-Sermon. | 


The caſe is the ſame 1n this buſinefſe wee have in 
hand: for we doe not preſently affixe theſe duries 
to the day, which wee ſay may be commendably 


at midnight, | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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' on that day | performed; nor on rhe other ſide ,doe | 
' wediſallow the ſpending of the whole Sunday in 


holy and religious ations; becauſe we dare not ri- 
 gidly tie all men ſorodoe, or lay it uponthem by 
way of Precept,as it God had ex prefly commanded | 
that time to bee nootherwiſe ſpent, There is a 
good and a ſafe ule of that diſtindtion of Precepts | 
 andCownſels; (though the Romariſts abuſe irrothe | 
| Patronizing of their imaginary. works of ſ#perero- | 
gation)and things in themſelves good without re- | 
| lation to any determinate time, we may wb, ex- 
' bort, and counſel men to performe at any time, 
| when wee cannot by Preceps impoſe them upon 


things to his Diſciples with a Let himthat is ableto 114.rg.ns 
receive it, receive it : adviſing and exciting all to 
| that, which knowing the infirmity of many, hee 
| would not exaGt by his authority as neceſſary to be | 
performed by all. And in this caſe wee may doe | 
| well co imirate him, conſidering that it is no | 
where enjoyned in Scripture, and that luch is the | 
condition of many, that they are not capable of | 
ſuch an injunQion,as namely thoſe who by reaſon | 
. of their meane education or naturallpartsare not fit- | 
ted for long meditation,requiſite for the ſpending * 
of the vacant time of the Day;zandto whom,in re- | 
gard of their hard Jabour in the weeke dayes, it is | 
a mercy to permit ſome bod{ly recreation on this 
: Day; which certainely cannot bee diſplealing to 


| bimwho hath ſaid,1 wil have mercy,e not ſacrifice. | yyu.rsq,! 


 Andif they, who aſeto judge the uſe of all recre- 
ation on this day finfull, had knowne what that m__ 
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neth, they would wot have condemned the guilileſſe_, 

If any thinke that God hath ſo commanded - 
let him produce the place of Scripture, and I will 
quickly recant, The * places which are uſva)ly al- 
ledged for that purpoſe, and wherewith men arc 
ſo frighted and thundred againſt our of the Pul. 
| per, being intended for the ewes, and that in re. 
' gardof that ſpeciall poſitive Precept given for the 
| fri > upon their Sabbath,cannot with any ſhew 

of reaſon, bee extended to Chriſtians, when both 
D «y and Precept. are out of date, 

Bur haply tome may yet further contend, that 
though the Day bee changed, yer the equity of it 
ſtill remaines, and that they may argue therce 
[ yo ,or ( as ſome thinke Ya minor: } as from the 

efſe to the greater, ' That if the ewes, upon thei: 
Sabbath, which was inſticuted in memory of «+: 
Creation, and of their deliverance out of Azvpt, 
ought to doe wo worke, nor ſo much as to ſpeake 
their owne words, and that for the whole day : then 
by the like reaſon, nay much rather ought Chr:ftr- 
«ns ſo to doe ontheir Sabbath, or Sunday, which is 
conſecrated to the memory of a farre more glori. 
our worke, the worke of our Redemption, accom- 
pliſhed in the ReſurreFjon of our Seviewr. Here, in 
this kinde of reaſoning there is ſome truth , but 
( as itis coo common ) it is over-flrayned, and (o 
is but a meere colour ro countenance that , for 
which itis bronghe , and nor any folid foundati- 
on whereon to build it. The truth is, Chriſtians 
have as much (if nor more) cauſe co celebrate 
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the Redemption of mankind by a ſolemne weekel 


_Com- 
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reſt onthe Lords D ay, anſwered. 

"= Commemoration, as ever the lewes had to celebrate 
# the Creation of the world, or their deliverance out 
Il of Egypt : and this may ſerve as a good ground to 
I- jaſtifie the »ſtitution of the Lords Day, and the 
'C Churches practiſe in obſerving it : Butrhis truth is 
|. overſtrained being applied to: the manner of Cele- 
A bration, which was peculiar to the Jewes, and ac- 
c commodared to the then ſtate of the Church, 
x which was (as hath beene ſhewed) robe held un» 
h der the yoke of a ſtrift outward reft, in expetari- 

on, and for che prefiguring of that eternal reſt, 

which now Chriſt hath aQually purchaſed ; and 
e therefore injuriouſly laid upon Chriſtians,who are 
: freed from that yoke, under which they groaned: 
- | And they may as well upon the ſame ground 


conclude againſt making of fires, and dreſſing of 
meate upon the Sunday, and make the gathering 
| ofa few ſticks * upon that Day rodeſerve noleſſe 
' now, then hee ſuffered for doing the like upon 
| the Sabbath. So that wee may fay to thoſe who 
| thus argue, ( as he in $; Auguſtine, upon farre ber. 
| terground then he did) ® Either lt ws bee Chriſtie 
ans and keepe the Lords Day, or let us bee lewes, and 
obſerve the Sabbath, 
| © Butis it not reaſon that God ſhould have oe 
| whole day in ſeven, given unto-him vow, as well 
| as bererofore ? Yes certainely ; but yer with ſach 
difference , as ſuites with the different condition 
of the Church that »ow#, from that which ther 
ve, that being guided by the þrrit of feare , thi 
of love ;, that in a ſtate of bondage, under the un- 
ſupporcable burthen of legall Ceremonies, this in 
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a tate of hberty, and under Chriſts coſic yoke ; 
Ina word, they [ewes,and we Chriſtians : and this 
being conſidered, wee may be ſaid to give God a 
Day, no lefſe now, then hey then , though in 
that Day wee doe not fo ſtriftly oblerve the out- 
ward ceremoniall reft, as they were bound to 


Secondh, T ay, that our Churchis ſo farre from | 


abridging God of one day in ſeven, that it gives 


more, as having appointed and conſecrated di- | 
vers Holy dares to the ſame ſolemne and publique | 
worſhip of God, which is enjoined to be perfor- | 
med upon the Lords Day. For theſe (though they | 


may admit ſome difference in regard of their ac- 
cidencall dignity, in as much as thoſe benefits 
commemorared in them are greater or leſſer, yet) 
in regardof their eſſencials they are equall, as be- 
ing all of chem dedicated to the honour of the 
ſame God, in memory of ſome great and ſpecial! 
benefits vouchſafed to the Church, and therefore 
doe goe pri paſſuin our * Canons, and in our an. 
cient Þ Sratutes, which require the ſame obſer- 
vance of both under the ſame penalty. And 
therefore thoſe who ſtand-ſo much for a whole 
Day of ſeven to be conſecrated tro God, if the wor- 
ſhip of God were all they affe&ted, might ſee thar 
there is a- compenſation- made for the defe& 
which they ſo much complaine of inour obſerva- 
tion on the Lords Dayz and they themſelves 
mighr doe well-ro take advantage, by a religious 


| obſervation of theſe dayes,to make up their failings | 
on the Lords Day: Burrthis they are ſo farre from, | 
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reſt on the Lords Day, anſwered. 


that chey accountthe obſervation of theſe daics a 
breach of the fourth Commandement, and thinke ir 
a finne to make more Holy daics then one in ſever. 
In which regard, it cannotbee judged altogether 
impertinenc, if I here take occaſion to vindicate 
the prad:ſe of our Chureb from their unjuſt cen- 
ſures. 

And in the frf place, I may returne their owne 
Argument upon chem, and ſay; Is it not reaſon 
thar God ſhould, now under the Goſpel , have 
more ſet daies to commemorate his benefirs then 
me in ſeven, as well as underthe Law ? Under 
the Law, we know, they had, beſide their weekly 
Subbaths, the Paſſeover, Pemtecoſt, and the Feaſt of 
Tabernacles ; and not onely thoſe which had Gods 
expreſle command for their Inſticurion , bur che 
Feaſt of Parim, and of the Dedication, which (as 
I have before ſhewed) were ordained by the 
Charch, withour any exprefſe command of God, 
and obſerved by our Saviour himſclfe, whoſe ex- 
ample alone (if any thing) is ſufficient to ex- 
empt us from ſcrupling at the like now in the 
time of the Goſpel. _ 

Secondly, if chey will not runne cleane conn- 
terto their owne Principles, and deny the wor - 
lty of the fowrh Commandement altogether, they 
maſt acknowledge thas much ( at leaſt.) to bee 
Morall : That there ought to bee 4 certaine part of our 
time given 18 God, and ſome dayes ſet apart for his 
pebligue worſhip : Now thelE{ being left underer- 
mined in che word of God ) if ir bee not in the 
power of the Chnrch to ns them, I ——_ 
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Holy dayes why appointed, 


der how that Precepr ſhould bee obſerved : And 
ifthe Churchupon this ground, have reaſon and 
power to appoint any one Day, why not more? 
ſeeing her power is not limited or reſtrained 
within any other bounds but thoſe generalls, of 
decency and order : which I preſume no man will 
ſay are tranſgrefſed in the ordination of thoſe Hoy 
dayes which are obſerved among us. 

Thirdly, to this that ſuch times are in the ge- 
nerall commanded by God ; wee may adde two 
things more , which being well conſidered will 
abundantly diſcharge the obſervation of ſuch 
dayes from ſuperſtition : and thoſe are, 

Firſt, that the duries therein required are no 
other then ſach,as according to the word of God, 
ought to bee performed by all Chriſtians: Fer 
what elſe is required on thoſe daies bur the fo- 
lemne praters and praiſes of God in the Church, 
joyned with the hearing of his Word, and a ſpe- 
ciall commemoration of his benefies , which as 
on thoſe daies were received? And which of all 
theſe isnor required in the word of God ? Andif 
It bee lawfull, yea commanded, that wee ſhould 
performe thoſe duties at all times and upon alt oc- 
caſions, they cannot at any time whenſoever they 
are performed, juſtly be rermed ſaperſti::05, or 
( which muſt follow by conſequence) anlawfull, 

2. The other thing to bee conſidered is, That 
the grounds and occaſions of the Churches de- 
termination of theſe duties unto thoſe ſpeciall 
dayes which wee obſerve, are'fach as delerve no 
leſfe. As being real , great, and general m_ 

| youch- 
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Holy dayes why appointed. 


youchſafed by God unto bis Church, 

Firſt, they are true and real, not imaginary 
tions founded upon the fained ations, or falſe 
martyrdomes of titular Saints, ſuch as are many 
in the Romifh Church, 

Secondly, they are great, not ordinary or com- 
' mon benefits, and therefore require a more then 
ordinary acknowledgement. 

Thirdly, they are general; the good whereof 
 redounds, not to a few, bur to the whole body of 
' the Church; and fo, if our acknowledgement bee 
anſiverable, it muſt bee pxb/ique and ſolemne, per- 
formed jointly by all choſe that are partakers of 
the benefits. 

Now, if wee ſhall ranne thorow the whole 
Kalender, take an impartiall view of all our Holy 
diyes, wee ſhall not finde ſo much as one among 
themall, ofwhich thus much may not truely bee 
affirmed. 

For they may almoſt bee ranked under two 
heads. Firſt, ſach memorable ſteps in the ſtory of 
our bleſſed Saviour, as by which the great worke 
of our Redemption advanced unto its happy accom- 
pliſhment. Secondly, the memorialls of that good- 
x/ſeand glory which he afterwards manifeſted to 
the world by his holy .A4poſiles, Ewvangelifs, and 
Martyrs, whom he honoured ſo muchas to make 
them founders of that K ingdome which coſthim his 
deareſt blood, and ro count them worthy to ſuf- 
fer death for his ſake. Concerning the former, 
I ſuppoſe there is none but will fay in the words 


of the Pſalmif (as our vulgar tranſlation reades 
I 3 them) 
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Holy dayes why appointed. 


them) The mercifall aud gracious Lord hath ſs done | 
his marvellows workes, that they owght to be had inre- 
membrance. And what better meanes can bee de- 
viſed then the appointing of ſet ſolemne dajes for 
cheir commemoration, I cannot ſee : And this 
was the Churches aime in appointing theſe 
daies: SoS. Auzuftine, Wee (ſaith he) dedicate_- 
and conſecrateto God the memory of hu benefits in [0- 
lemne Feaſts and ſet daies, leaft in the revolution of 
times ingratefall forgetfulneſſe ſhould creep apon us, 
The hike may bee faid of the later: For if our 
Saviour appeared lo gloriows in them, and by them 
conveighed ſo great and general bleſſings to his 
Church, what reaſon can bee alledged why the 
Church may not retaine an annuall honourable we. 
woriall of them tothe glory of him: whole inſtru- 
ments they were ? The Pſalmiſt tells us that rbe 
righteous ſhall bee bad ineverlaſting remembrance_. 
And the W:ſeman, That the memory of the juſt ſhat 
bee bleſſed. And therefore, ro have ſome dares in 
which the memories of thoſe, who were in their 
generations moſt famous for righteouſneſſe,may, 
with bleſſing, be perperuaced, is but-their due and 
agreeable to his will who hath granted them that 
honofnr: ſo that we may juſtly ſolemnize che daies 
wherein thoſe burning and ſhining lights firſt ap» 
peared to the world; or the daicsof their depar- 
ture hence,which were the daies of their happy in- 
ation into the Kingdome of glory, when they, 
both left roche Chureh militant the glorious exam- 


| ple of their Chriftian fortitude, and became an oc- 


caſion of new joy to the Charch 1rramphant,by the 
acceſſion 
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Holy dayes why appointed. 


acceſſion of new Citizens ro thattheavenly ſociety. 
Either of which , afford marter ſufficient of ſo- 
lemne joy and rejoicing tothe Church, and con- 
ſequently of praiſe and thankſgivingunto God, 
Laftly, to convince them yer farther our of 
| their owne principles :: They allow the Church 
| power, in the times of great calamities, either fea- 
'redorfelr, ro appoint folemne daies of faſting 
and humiliation ; and thoſe daies they will have 
| held as Sabbaths extraordinary, and that therein 
| nenare bound to abſtain from their bodily [abours 
| cording to the ſame ſtraitnefſe that they are 
 boundto obſerve the $abbath,I would gladly then 
| know ſome reaſon why the Church ſhould want 
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power to ordaine the {ke daies for the celebrati- 


 onof ſpecial benefits, tobe obſerved ( not as Sab- 
buhs which are now antiquared and no preſidents 
for us Chriſtians,but) with ſuch a ceſſation from la- 


bours, as-is neceſſary for the performance of the 


publique worſhip of God, and fir ro accompany 
 uch ſolemnities of publique joy and rejoicing,ro 
| which reſt is more naturally requiſice, then to che 
limes of: ſarow and humiliation. 


Butir is not the having of ſuch daies that ſome 


crupke at,or the du.ies required in them, for they 


| much defire ro have ſome daies beſides rhe Lords 


44 to meer together for the hearing of the Word, 


and for the words fake can be contented ro.enduse 


the Lirorgie of the Church. Bur the things which 
they.diſlike are; fff, the obligation that wee pur 


| 8pon-men for the obſervance of them ; for they 
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Objettions againſt Holy dayes, anſwered. 


them to bee held a thing ind:Ferent and noduty 
binding conſcience. Secondly, they diſlike the names 
that we give them, in that we ſtile them, the dayes 
of ſuch or ſuch « Saint , which to them ſeemes 
ro favour of Jdslatry ; neither would they have 
them called holy dayes, or accounted more holy 
chen others; foraſmuch as fuch difference of 
dayes belonged tothe tewes,and is now under the 

Goſpel taken away. 
To theſe I anſwer, frff, for the obligation of the 
Churches commands,and that it is nota thing ind:f- 
ferent to obey or diſobey them, I have already 
ſpoken ſo much as may farisfie thoſe that are not 
ſtudious of contention: I onely adde now upon 
this occaſion;that it ſeemes to me very ridiculous, 
to grant the Charch a power of ordaining ſuch 
times, and yet to require that the obſervation of 
them ſo ordained be held a thing ind:fferent. For 
it their ordinance lay no tie upon men, bur leave 
things notwithſtanding till indifferent, their 
power ſurely,is to no purpoſe and nothing worth, 
2. Touching the »ames that we give them. ſay, 
firſt thatthe feſtivals of the Saints are dedicated, 
not to them by whoſe names they are called, but 
to God. To him, and not them, our prayers are 
direed; to him our praiſes, though for them, and 
with reference to thoſe bleſſings , which by chem 
are vouchſafed unto us; Wee honour him as the 
Author of all that good which either they, or we 
by them, are partakers of : We honour them one- 
ly as his inſtraments, and as thoſe who baving 
beene imitators of our bleſſed Saviour, are worthy 
patterns 
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atternes of our imitation. To this purpoſe wee 


inde the Church of Smyrne anſwering the like ca- 
lomny raiſed againſt them by the 7ewes,. upon 0c- 


aſion of their affetion which they expreſſed to- 
ward chat glorious Martyr Polycarpms. * Theſe men 


(ay they) are ignorant that wee' cannot ever leave 


Chriſt who ſuffered for the ſalvation of the whole world, 
wr can we worſhip any other, For him we adore as the 
So of God 3, as for yhe Martyrs, meworthily love them 


 « diſciples and imitators of him heir Lord , fortheir 


inſup:rable affedtion toward their King and Haſler, 


whoſe _ alſo we deſire to be, and to become their 
e 


 4ſciples, And thus much they mighe eaſily anfwer 
themſelves out-of our Church Zitwrgy;where there 
| no one word in any office appointed for any 
' faints day, that gives the leaſt ground or colour to 
| this ſcruple. | 

| 3+ The other imputation-of 7udaiſme which 
they taxe us with, becauſe we ſtyle our Chriſtian 
| Feſtivalls,boly dayes, hath as weake a foundation as 
theformer. For I willingly grant them what they 
alleadge for the countenancing of this objeQion, 
That now under the Goſpell the d:ference of times 
and dayes is no lefle taken away then of meates ; 
That is, as we have now no meats that are uncleane 
eicher in themſelyes, or by reaſon of any poſitive 
precept given to the 7ewes, but that they may be 
eaten with 1hankſgiving ; ſo neither is there any 
day or ive which in it ſelfe , or by reaſon of any 
ach Indaicall precept, is now to be accounted more 
 bolythen others;albthis is eyident from the * places 
which they alleadge for this purpoſe : Where- 
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ObjetFions agvinſt Holy dayes anſwered. 


upon wee conclude , that none of the Iew'/h Feſt. 
valls (not the Sabbath ix ſelfe) ought to be obſer. 
ved by Chriſtians, nor (which is more) any Chr;- 
ffian Feſtival to be obſerved after the 7ew:ſh man= 
ner,or with their rites and Ceremonies. And this 
may juſtly raxe them who ſtand either for the 
Iewiſh Sabbath , or which turne the Lords day into 


— 


a Sabbath, exating the ſame ſtriitzeſſe of obſer- | 
vance, in regard of the outward Ceremonial! Reft, | 


Bur ic can no way prgjudice the Church, in conſe. 
crating dayes to the ſervice of God,or in account- 
ing them (though in themſelves, and ſercing afide 
the Ordinance of the: Church , they are all alite 


| yet) inrelation to the duties to be performed in 


chem, more holy then others. And this they muſt 


grant, unlefſe they will affirme one of theſe three 


things. | 
Firſt, That the workes of God now under the 


—— — ———_—_.O <.——_—__ - 


Goſpel are not (o great, ſo elorious,and conſequent- | 


ly, fo worthy of ſet times for their ſolemne remen:- 
brance, as heretofore under the Law. 

Or that the Chriftian Church hath now lefle po- 
wer in appointing dayes for the ſelene worſhip of 
God,inrelation to thoſe gloriows works of his,then 
the lewiſh $ynegozue once had. 


— 
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Or laſ{{y, That the worſhip which we Chriſti. 
ans now performe' to God is not fo holy, as thar | 


m the time of the 7ewiſh Sywagognue, and (o lefſe | 
able to. ſau: fie the dayes in which they are per-_ 
formed. | | 

Bar every one of theſe being moſt abſurd ; I. 


| conclude, that toconſecrate certaine dayes, beſides | 


the | 
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the Lords day, to the folemne worſhip of God, in 
memory of his ſpeciell blefings vouchlafed to the 


7 | Church on ſuch daies, and to account ſuch daies, | 

N= | ſoconſecrated, more holy then others, is lawful 

is and free from all ſuperſlition and Iadaifme_. And 

1e however, that they who would faine affixe fo ex- 

o iraor dinary helineſſe to the Lords day, ſhould of all 

r- | men have abſtained from this laſt impucarion, ill | | 


they had better proved the emmed;ately Divine_ | 
Inftirueion of the Lords day. ' 

Burt T have too long digrefſed ; yet not without 
cauſe, in as much as they, who ſeeme ſo zealous | 
© for the giving to God his due time , refuſenot- 
n withſtanding to give bim chat, which the regular 
t | jiety of the Ancient and our owne Mother Church 
e | hath ever, upon fo ſound reaſon, conſecrated to 
him. I returne now to an{wer another Objection 


e which they frame againſt the exrending of our | 
= | Cbrift:ax liberty, to the ule of recreations on the 
be | Lirds Day. 


| Theliberty of Chriſtians (ſay they ) oughr to 
| be piritual, and not in car#a{and commen things; 
therefore cannot bee extended to ———_ 
| recreations, Or ordinary labowrs on the Swnday , but 
| that they are as «»/awfoll on that day as eyer they | 
were on the Sabbath. " 
To this I anſwer, that Chriſtian liberty , as it 
reſpe&tsthe things from which we are freed, is not 
meerly ſpirit#all,but it extends it ſelfe,to carnealand | 
common things alſo; for thereby we are freed not 
onely from the guile, and condemnation of finne, | 
| andthe raigning Wh Pm 4-1 
2 ri 
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Chriſtian liberty how it extends to common things, 


rt#uall; but alſo fromthe ſervitude of the Cereme. 
niall Law, which among other reſpects which ir 
had, was as a Schoole- Maſter, or Tutonr, whereby 
the Church in her nonage or infancie, was to bee 
kept under the Elements of the world,(asthe Apoſtle 
calls them) that is, tied to the obſervation of 
daies,and moneths, and yeares, and meats, and drinks, 
which being in themſelyes indifferent, were yer 
forbidden the Church of thoſe times, that their | 
bondage under theſe might nouriſh in them the | 
hope and expectation of the promiſed Mefias,in | 
whom they were to haye deliverance,and lo lead, | 
or rather drive them to beleeve in Him. Now | 
when the fulneſſe of time was come, and that Chriſt | 
was exhibited, the Church being thenno longer 

under age, is not ſubje@ to thoſe obferyances, but | 
for any tie of that Lawof Moſes now upon it, en- | 
joies the free wſe andexerciſe of theſe things as 7- 

different. Asthen there were many things,which, | 
in themſelyes, and tous, now are indifferent,pro- | 
hibited to the Jewes ; ſo as they might not eate | 
of all meates, though otherwiſe wholeſome ;they | 
might not 'weare all kinde of garments , though | 
uſefull and profirable, &c. So there were ſome 

workes in themfelvesnot ſinfall, norat other times 

unlawfull, prohibired tobee done at-ſome ſpecial | 
zimes , ;in-regard of the peculiar obſervance then | 
due to thoſe zimes, which now,when thoſe times | 
ceaſe to bee obſerved, can by no meanes bee ac- 
counted finfull, or unlawfall. Granting therefore 

that ordinary labonrs, and all bodily recreations were | 
onthe Sabbathinlawfull; yet being in themſelves | 


not' | 
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Recreations are ſuteable to obſervance of the Lords day, 


not ſinfall, and ſo under the Goſpel indifferent, 
they cannot be ſo upon our Sunday. 

I anſwer further, that I know no reaſon why 
honeſt recreations, moderate feafting, and ſuch like 
| expreſſions of rejoicing, may nor fitly be counted 


apart of the externall obſervance and fantificati. | 


' on of this day; in as much as it is ſolemnized in 
| memory of the Reſarrefion of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
| and ſo our redemption fally wrought, ro which we 
| may (with S. Auguſtine) apply that of the Pſalmift, 
This ts the day which the Lord hath made, wee will re. 
joice and bee glad in it, Andason the day of his 


| 


| Plal.tr8. 
| 4 


Pafion, and other daies appointed for ſolemne hu. | 


| 


our mourning and negleRed attire, by faſting,and 
abridging our ſelves of thoſe delights, which aſe 


torefreſh our natures ; at which times 7 he * vorce 
if mirth, and the voice of zladneſſe, the voice of the.) 
Bridegroome and the woice of the Bride are Punſeaſong- 
ble; fo on the day of his reſarrefion to expreſleour 


miiation, wee exprefſe the forow of onr hearts by 


alcr.zg.10 


| 
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oy,and rejoicing by our 47745/»g our ſelves in our | 
beſt attire, by Feaſting, and other acts of cheerfal- 
 neſſe, is moſt agreeable to the ſolemnity of that | 
| Day. Of which we may fay in the words of Nehe. 


| nichand Ezrae, This day is holy unto the Lord your 


| God, mourne not, nor weepe — but — eate of they | 


| fat, and drinke of the ſweet, and ſend portions to them 
for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy unto 
the Lord. And however ſome men will have eye- 
Iy faſting day.a Sabbath.and every Lords day a faſt- 
ing wr 4 not allowing either the dreſſing, or libe- 
| rall uſe of Godscreatures,and therefore judging tt 


K 3 incon- ' 
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| 
-- | 
| inconyentent ta celebrate marriages on that day) 
7: Dozi. yerthe Church of God in better times * condem- 
;- 1%, | ned Faſting on the Lords Day as unlawfall, and 
4«c714. | moſt incongruous and diſagreeable to the uſe of 
15.4 \ chat Day, which wasordained as a Feftival,, and 
coxitGaz, | day of mirth and rejoicing : For which end allo 
cax.18.ce> | the Church in her moſt ancient times, hadon that 
£443 | Day their » THgape, or Love-feafts, as for the re. 
» 7/elus | freſbing of the poore, and for the nouriſhing of 
'nc01.cex. | rnatuall love and amity, fo alſo for the unanimous 
=, © * | exprefſionof joy inall ſober mirth,andin the free 
(though temperate) uſe of Gods creatures. Upon 
which ground ( doubtlefſe ) we may conclude the 
lawfulneſle of the nſe of ſuch recreations, feaflings, 
and other teſtifications of rejoicing upon the Lords 
Day, as are in themſelyes boxef, and are ſouſed as 
they prove #0 hindraxces to the ſervice of G © Þ, | 
which is the proper worke of the Day. 
Beſides, even the lewes themſelves(though ont 
of ſuperſtition , they did for the moſt part over- 
doe this Preceptof the Sabbath, abſtaining from 
thoſethings, which they might have done, with- 
out any violation of Gods commandement, yet) 
accounted their Sebbatha Feaſt, not a Faſt; a day 
of rejeicizg, and not of ſorrow, or humiliation ; and 
judged it not unlawfull ro make Feaſts upon that 
Day, as is evident by that Feaſt made npon the 
Sabbath, by achiefe Phariſee( one of their ſtricteſt 
Sabbatarians ) whereat our Saviour himſelfe (who 
was NO Sabbath-breaker ) vouchſafed his preſence 
414it.4.iz | among many others that were invited. And Pas- 
Exe1.20. | [us Burgenſis (himſelfe a 7ew)reports,that the _ 
: c 
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the Hebrew Doors held that the word Remember 
was prefixed to this Commandement , that if they 


lamnor of their minde, bat thinke that word pre- 
fixed for higher,and more important reaſons : yer 
| verily beleeve rhat their conceir did ſpeak their 


joy of that high Feſtivel,which (as * one hath well 
obſerved) hath this _— priviledge to be a day 
of reſt and bolineſſe; of 


| nher fix which conſifted of light and darkaeſſe : but 
tha # all day,or light, figuring out our perpetual joyes. 
| And, no queſtion, bar, that Day which was the 
| memoriall of Gods reſting from his worke, when he 
rejoxced in the works of his hands , (lo the Chaldee 
Paraphraſt exponnds Gods reſting on the ſeaventh 
day) and of the deliverance from the Egyptian Bon- 
dage, was celebrared with #virth, and rejoycrne : fo 
that. l can hardly be induced to thinke , that on 
their Sabbath day , they were bound to abſtaine 
from all kinde of recreatrons, but that they did, or 
at leaſt mighr,nſe ſuch expreſſions of joy and 71irth, 
a3 at their other Feſivalls were nſuall among 


which, 


— 


held themſelves bound co eare three meales that | 
day , which on other dayes they nſed nor. And | 
Lyranzs (another of the ſame Nation) ſairh, That ' 


had any pretious garment , Or any other thing of | 
price, They ſhould remember to keepe it till the | 
Sabbath, to give itat firſt a Sabbath-dayes wearing. | 


uſuall cuſtome of apparelling themſelves in their | 
moſt coſtly and beſt garments, as beſt befitting the | 


lelight, and Feaſting unto | 
the world z and therefore (faith hee) This day & | 
wt deſcribed by evening and morning, as mere the | 


them; as Feafting, Singins, Darcing,and the like:- 


© areſueable to the obſervation of the Lords Day. | 71 
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Not probable that the Tews were prohibited by. 


which, I conceive, were no way forbidden in the 
Commandement , which onely ſeemes to ayme ar 
workes of toyle or ſuch as are ſervile, or undertaken 
for profit or gaine,or at leaſt that might hinder them 
in the ſervice of God: and not to exclude all recrea- 
tions, which (though they may, haply, in a large 


| ſenſebetermed works, yet) being ſuch as doe 7e- 


EC NEY 
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freſh, not weary nature, and being ſouſed, as that 
the worſhip of God might notwithſtanding be du- 
ly & ſolemnly performed, cannot be ſaid rocroffe 
the intent of the Law, which was che decentand 
ſolemne ſervice of God , and the reſtification of 


| their freedome from Zgypran ſervitude. 


But let this paſſe asa private conceit, yet ſure I 
am, that Toſtatxs (whom DoGor Willet approves) 
ſaith, T hey were not bound to attend all the day.upon 
Goas ſervice. And the fame Door Wilt expound- 
ing theſe words : Abide yee every man in hi place ; 
Let no man goe out of his place on the ſeaventh day, 
ſaith, They were not to goe forth,that &, with intent to 
gather Manna, which lay round abont the Hoaſt, or to 
doe any other baſineſſe : they were not forbidden all 
kinde of walking, and going ont for their ſolace and re» 
creation. Certainly then, Chriſtians cannotjuſtly 
be blamed, if on the Lords day God be ſolemnly 
and decently ſerved at fit times , and no other 
worke entertained to the hinderance of this, 
though every moment of that Day be not ſpent in 
performance of the a&s of Gods worſhip , nor 
the vacant ſpace obſerved with a ſuperſtitions reſt, 
which ſhall exclude all other works, and all, eyen 
lawful recreations, which to exa@ at the _ of 

I- 
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all Recreations dn the Sabbath. ; 


Chriſtians, whar is it bur eo ſurpaſſe the Jew esin 
 ſaperſtition about the Sabbath, and having onely 
' changed'the day, ( in diſhonour and cotitetmpr of 
the Jewes,) to require notwithſtanding the ſame 
| Ceremoniality of obſervance 2 which what frairs 
| ithath had, or can have, I carinot ſec, fave the en- 

 gendring of cndleſſe ſcroples, and inextricable 
doubts, and the needlefſe wounding of the con- 

ſciences of many well meaning people,when they 
| have no ſure gaide to dire cheir praftiſe, and 
| when that which is required is beyond the ability 
| of morealls to performe. Forl will appeale to the 
conſcierices of theſe rigid T &##mafters, whether 
ever they, or any other did yet, or could poſſibly 
 keepthe Lords 4ay,in that ffr:f? waner as they urge 
k? Bue,haply this lictle moves them, who being 
| | nogete that is 1 LN to keep Gods Communde- 
| ments, will the 


keepe i it, Yet ſare our S4avievr would never have 


| ſtrict obſervance of rhe Lords day been a part of ir, 


Goſpel requires them te bee done , and with the 
afiltance of his prace,wherewirh he ſeconds them 
( whatever man raſhly fay of em) are not grie- 
996, much tefſe impoſſible to be done. 

Toſer downe briefly and plainly,thar which in 
more words harh been hirhert6' driven at: and it 
but this. There re rhree things confiderab!e in 
the Sundayor Lords day, 1. A Day. 2. That Day. 
3- Tho manner , —_— #. The frft is Gods 
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the rather bee indaced ro | 
thinke, i it is comwunded, becauſe they are an«ble to | 


tiled hls yoke cafe, and his bar1hen light, had this 


mdGods Commandements, foas hee now under the | 


___ immediate | 
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| The ſumme andconcluſion of the Deſt ion. 


immediate Precept. The other two not fo, bur we- 
diate and by the power he harh given to his Church. 
Firff, God commanded ſame time wherein men 
ſerting aſide all worldly bufinefſe and thoughts, | 
ſhould apply themſelves to the daties of his fo- | 
lemne and publique Worſhip, and this is the /#+- 
ſtance, or that which is Morafll, in the fourth Com- 
wmandement. Secondly, the Cuftome ,or Conſtitution of 
the Church, warranted by the Apoſtles praftile, 
and the honour vouchſafed unto it by our Saviour 
himſelfe, derermined that time or day to the Sw- 
day, or firſt day of the weeke ; and ſecondly, pre- 
{ſcribed how and when, for the decent time and 
manner of performing thoſe duties. 

By theſe our liberty is limiced, which muſt not 
be ( wichout neceſſity Jextended to the violation 
of either of them: Hence then, 1. Hee finnes 
that doth not ſeparate ſome time for God, &c. as 
violating the :mmediate precept of God in the fourth 
Commandement, 2, He (innes no lefle,thar,for this 
end, obſerves nor the S»nday, and that in that de- 
cent manner, which the nature of the duties, and 
che authority of the Church hath enjoined; and 
this hee doth in two reſpe&ts. Firſt, becauſe hee 

| violates Gods mediate Command, who hath autho. 
rized the Church in h# right, and by bi power to 
ordaine ſach things ; ſo thar,to negle& the Church 
in this caſe, is to negl-& God, Secondly,becauſe the 
1mmediate.Precept of God is wrapt up inthe Precept 
of the Church : by which, that which by him was 
| lefr indefinite, is defined, and derermined. 

But that liberty eicher for ordinary _—_ br | 
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"The ſommeand concluſion of the Oneftion. 


honeſt recreations, which may ſtand with the ob- 
ſervation of theſe Precepts, no man can juſtly ac- 
count finfull, unleſſe hee can produce ( not the 


phanſtes of ſome Zelotes, or the opinion of this 
 orthat man, chough accounted neverſo good or 
| learned, bur ) ſome other Precept given by God,or 


thoſe whom God hath commanded us to obey : 


' For it is anundoubted Maxime, which the _7po- 
' fledelivers : Where no Law 6, there is n0 tranſereſ- 
fon, The prohibition of the Law onely is char, 
whereby things are exempted from our power and 
liberty, which otherwiſe ( except incale of ſcax- 
4l)remaines inrire. 

And this alone is ſufficient to terminate this 
Diſute,upon which we will joine ifſue with thoſe 
thac are contrary minded, being not more confi» 
dent that they can ſhew no binding Precept for the 
reſtraining of our Chriſtian liberty in this caſe, 
then willing to retra&t what hath been ſaid,if they 
hall proye themſelves able to doe it, 


FINIS. 
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